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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 21-28
A Life Dedicated to God 
1 Samuel 1:21-28 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are studying today the story of a man who was noted for his piety, and purity, and prayer. He was not a Prophet as was Isaiah, or Jeremiah, or Daniel. He did not foretell Israel's future nor God's revelations of the things to come. He did go in and out before Israel as a man who was appointed of God and who walked with God. It will be interesting for us to know how it was that Samuel came on to the scenes of Israel's national life. 

1. He was a child given in answer to prayer. Hannah was one of God's noble women. Her prayers and songs are notable for their clearness of vision and power of faith. She had no son, and her heart was thereby greatly grieved. Thus did Hannah pray and promise saying: "O Lord of Hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of Thine handmaid, * * and wilt give unto Thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life." 

God heard and answered that prayer; answered it to Hannah's joy and to His own glory. Hannah had prayed with a heartfelt eagerness; she had prayed with a definiteness of purpose, and with a persevering earnestness. We may well study her prayer, and pray as she prayed. 

2. He was a child dedicated to God for service. Hannah based her plea upon a pledge. She told God that if He would give her a son, she would give that son back to Him and to His service. It is one thing to pray and promise, it is another thing to fulfil a pledge. In this Hannah did not fail God. What she promised she was willing to perform. She took her babe to EH, and she said: "For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him: therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." The Lord remembered Hannah, and she remembered the Lord. 

3. A mother with a rejoicing heart. It would hardly be right to pass over Hannah's magnificat, as she gave her child to God for service. Hannah was a real mother, with a mother's heart. She yearned after her child with a tender love, and yet she gladly gave him to the Lord. As she laid her "only son" upon God's altar for service, she said, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord." Beloved, let us give with a glad heart. Let us sacrifice our all with a song. Shall we hold back from God any gift? God had but one Son, and He gave Him for us; shall we not give to Him our all? 

4. He was a child influenced by a mother's life. Some one has said that mothers make robes with which to clothe their children; yet, not robes weaved on the spindle, so much as robes of character. Did not Paul, in the Spirit, say to Timothy: "The unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice." 

Parents leave marks indelible upon their children. This is true even after birth. The child follows the example of his sire. The father and the mother both make telltale impressions on their offspring. 

I. SAMUEL'S CALL TO PUBLIC SERVICE (1 Samuel 3:3-10 ) 
1. There had been an early call. It was when Eli was old, that thrice God spake to Samuel, saying, "Samuel." Samuel went to Eli each time, saying, "Here am I." The third time, Eli knew that the Lord was speaking to his young protege, and he said, "Go, lie down: and it shall be, if He call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth." Thus it was that Samuel came to know the Lord face to face. He had learned much about the Lord, but from that day he knew Him. 

That night God told Samuel all things that He would perform against Eli and his house. With evident hesitation, but with wholehearted faithfulness did Samuel tell Eli every whit. 

2. There was a second revelation of God to Samuel. This revelation come at Shiloh: "For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the Word of the Lord." We all need to close our ears and eyes to every human voice, and say, "Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth." We also must remember that the Lord speaks to us through His Word. He who departs from the Word of God and seeks dreams and visions and voices in the night will get into no end of spiritual darkness. 

3. There was a third and definite call from God. This call came after Israel was defeated in battle, and after the death of Eli's sons, and then of Eli himself, It was a masterful sight. In the battle wherein the sons of Eli were slain, the Ark of the Lord was taken and carried by the Philistines to Ashdod. The Ark that spelled peace and blessing to Israel brought disaster to the inhabitants of disbelieving Ashdod. Finally, the Ark was brought back to Israel. It was on this occasion that Samuel had his call to his first recorded public service. 

He called the people together and said unto them, "If ye do return unto the Lord, * * and serve Him only: * * He will deliver you." That was a memorable day in Israel. They fasted and confessed their sins, and the Lord heard them and gave them victory. Then Samuel placed a stone of remembrance and called it "Ebenezer," "hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 

II. SAMUEL A MAN OF PRAYER (1 Samuel 7:5 ) 
With what infinite cost did God through Christ Jesus open the door for prayer and make it possible for man to approach his Maker! What infinite loss it would be to the world if there were no approach unto the Father. How great, then, is the shame that the high privileges of prayer are not used more often! 

Whether in the prayer of petition or of praise we delight to fall at His feet. We not only grasp something of the effulgence of His power and inherent glory, but we feel that a place at His feet is a place of highest privilege. 

Samuel knew how to pray. He carried a burden for the people he served, and he carried them in his heart to God. 

III. SAMUEL A JUDGE (1 Samuel 7:15 ) 
1. A long life spent in service. With Samuel there was no relaxing from his apostleship. He judged Israel all of his life. God give to us such a testimony, as we near the close of our pilgrimage. A whole life spent for God is a whole life saved unto the age to come. 

2. A long life spent in faithful judging. As a judge Samuel stood above reproach. In his old age he charged Israel, saying, "Whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? or whom have I oppressed? or of whose hand have I received any bribe?" 

Here was a man who could review a faithful past. He stood with a conscience free from reproach against God and man. Would that all of us could come to the end of our journey with a like sense of certain assurance. A clean heart, and a clean hand, will lead us into a place of power both with God and men. 

3. A long life spent in untiring travel. To judge Israel was no small task. We read of Samuel, "And he went from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places." He, also, judged in Ramah, for there was his home. 

Let us not think, for one moment, that Samuel's chief task was that of traveling. His burdens were heavier than that. He carried the burdens of a great people. He served a nation into whose very heart sin had bored its way. Samuel sought to center the people in a worship of God, and to call them away from the false deities, and from images of the Phoenicians and the Philistines. 

Let us not count our service by the mere physical energies which we spend, but by the spiritual blessings which we may be unto others. 

IV. SAMUEL'S DILEMMA (1 Samuel 8:6 ; 1 Samuel 8:20 ) 
The Children of Israel desired of Samuel that he would give them a king. With this Samuel was greatly displeased. Let us see what Samuel saw in this seemingly forward step. 

1. Samuel saw Israel turning away from the Lord. During the years of Samuel's judgeship, God was the recognized Head of Israel, and Samuel was only His spokesman. Therefore, in rejecting Samuel, they rejected God. This is what the Lord said to Samuel, "Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them." 

2. Samuel saw Israel patterning her life after the nations among whom she dwelt. The Philistines had a king and they wanted a king. Here is the temptation which befalls many of God's children. They say, "Others do this, or that; others go here or there, and why shouldn't we?" The error in all this is potent. Christ has called us out of the world, and we are not of the world. Between the believer and the world is a great and impassable chasm. There is no ground for fellowship and no basis for unity. 

Israel was a people separated from all the peoples of the earth a special people unto the Lord their God. How then could Israel walk after the pattern of those who were her enemies, and the enemies of God? No more can we walk after the men of this world. 

3. Samuel saw the sorrows that a king would bring unto the people of God. The Prophet sought Israel's good, and not her undoing. His heart yearned after the people whom he had judged for so many years. He said unto them, "This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horseman." "He will take your daughters * * he will take your fields * * he will take the tenth of your seed." In other words, Samuel said that if they had a king, he would use them, and all that they possessed, for his own good. 

V. SAMUEL ANOINTING SAUL (1 Samuel 9:17 ) 
1. Saul was a goodly man. Among all the Children of Israel there was none who was goodlier in his person than was Saul. From his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people. 

The antichrist will also stand, in many ways, head and shoulders above the people. He will appeal to men because of his genius and power. He will, seemingly, be able to lift the people out of the labyrinth of financial, political, and social difficulties into which they have fallen. He will promise much with fair speeches, and plausible promises. 

Let us be careful that we make not the arm of flesh the foundation of our trust. 

2. Saul was a man designated by the Lord. The Lord said, "Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over My people." God gave Saul to Israel, not because He knew that Saul would deplete them, but because Saul stood for the best that the flesh could provide. If the people would not have the Lord to reign over them, He would give them every opportunity from the best which the world could afford. 

It seems to us that from the day that Christ was crucified and rejected as King, God has played eminently fair with Israel and with the peoples of the world. This is man's day, and God has, as it were, taken hands off and allowed man to ply his genius and skill in the world of invention and of social ethics, to develop his own eutopia. 

VI. SAMUEL THE AGED (1 Samuel 12:2 ) 
1. Samuel had to lay his burden down. The time comes to us all, when our last word will be said, our last deed done. We cannot always serve, even if we have proved faithful to our task. How solemn is the contemplation! We need to buy up our privileges, and redeem our time. As Samuel reviewed his past, he spoke with full assurance of his words and acts. He called Israel to notice how unblameably he had served them. This they fully admitted. 

2. Samuel gave a final great defence of God. As Samuel stepped aside from his former arduous task as Judge, he said, "Stand still, that I may reason with you before the Lord of all the righteous acts of the Lord, which He did to you and to your fathers." 

It was an impressive sight. There stood Samuel with his gray hairs, defending his Lord's righteousness. He knew that no man could find just fault with God. The Lord had brought forth His people from Egypt with a high hand. He had led them on through a land of pitfalls and of serpents. He had fed them with the manna from Heaven, and had given them water from the flinty rock. He had taken them into the land of promise. 

3. Samuel gave a great call to his people. As Samuel was about to step aside, to admit the leadership of the youthful Saul, he gave the most earnest plea to the people whom he had loved and served so long, to go through with God. He told them that obedience to God would be followed by blessing, and disobedience would bring the curse. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
THE SUNFLOWER AND THE AQUEDUCT 

"' As the flower of the sun doth follow the sun, and openeth and shutteth according to the absence of that luminary; so doth the heart of a Christian move after God.' The Divine nature within the believer followeth hard after the Divine nature and longeth to drink in its warmth and light. Everything acteth to its nature. 'We say, "Aqua in tantum ascendit"; and it is true that neither water nor nature riseth higher than its spring-head and center.' 
"So when self is our principle and end, we rise no higher than ourselves; but when God becometh the life of our soul we follow after Him, and rise far above the highest point to which nature could conduct us. His grace in us strives to rise to the point from which it came, and it will never rest till it docs so. This argues a high destiny for the believer, and is the foretaste of it. Hence the need to have a good and true beginning, and to draw our life from the eternal fountains above; for, apart from this, there will be no rising up to Heaven. 

"How sweet it is to find our mind and heart turning Godward, as the heliotrope seeks the sun! To find our joys begin and end with manifestations of Jesus' love! It is well to pine till the Lord's face be revealed, and. only to flourish when He imparts His gracious influences. It is wise to turn away from all things in which God is not evidently present, but carefully to follow each movement of His shining face that we may always front His love, and bask in the beams of His favor. 

"Whatever partakes largely of the light of Jesus should be prized by us, whether it be fashioned after our own favorite model or no: the sun is there, and we must turn to it. 'Anything of Jesus' should be a sufficient attraction to us. A gleam of His sunlight should be prized, for it is far more than we deserve." 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-10
Faith as Exemplified in Hannah 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are two prayers which fell from the lips of Hannah. The first is described in chapter 1, of I Samuel. It was a prayer full of weeping, of confession and of tears. 

It was following the birth of her son, and his weaning, that Hannah's second recorded prayer was given. The prayer was offered when the child was brought to the Temple and dedicated to God. 

With her gift made, and her son offered to God as a willing sacrifice, Hannah could not stay her prayer, nor her song. 

Sometimes we vainly imagine that joy comes through selfishness, from holding back from God our most cherished possessions; such is never the case. Joy comes when all is placed upon the altar. We wish to mention the four opening statements of Hannah's prayer. You will find them in 1 Samuel 2:1 . 

1. "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord." Would that more prayers were prayers of praise; would that Christians had more of joy, and less of tears. "The joy of the Lord is your strength." When we think of the Apostle Paul, we think of one who suffered, perhaps more than any other, for Christ's sake; but we also think of one who rejoiced more. In the Book of Philippians it is "joy" and "rejoice" all the way through. 

2. "Mine horn is exalted in the Lord." This is Hannah's second statement. Her horn was exalted; that is, a new power had come into her life. She had been lifted out of weakness, far above the infirmities of her flesh, and now she exulted in a new strength in the Lord. When we have placed our all on the altar God will be sure to put a new power into our lives. 

3. "My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies." In the 1st chapter we read of the adversaries who had provoked her; now her adversaries are overcome. When we get into a large place in the Lord, we will have perfect victory over all our foes. 

4. "I rejoice in Thy salvation." Hannah took nothing of credit to herself. She knew where she dwelt in the place of victory in the place of rejoicing in the place of power. To Him she gave the glory. 

I. DIVINE ADORATION (1 Samuel 2:2 ) 
Our verse pulls us right down to our knees in Divine worship; it breathes the spirit of adoration and acclamation to the Lord. She said: 

1. "There is none holy as the Lord." We may boast of our holiness, but we boast of it only when we are walking apart from His presence; when we come into the halo of His glory and holiness, we are sure to cry out, "Woe is me." There is nothing that shows us our own sins so much as the brightness of His holiness. God has said, "Be ye holy; for I am holy." He was holy in His birth, even as it is written, "Therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee." He was holy in life: He knew no sin, did no sin, and in Him there was no sin. 

2. "There is none beside thee." Oh, yes, there are many others besides God, but there is none other god, besides Him, and none other like unto Him. 

There is another truth: of all the gods worshiped by the heathen, there is none like unto our God. Their gods are not gods, for God is One and the only One. 

3. "Neither is there any rock like our God." This is Hannah's third statement. A rock is a wonderful possession when the winds blow, and the rains fall, and the floods come. Our God is a Rock upon which we can build every hope, and place every trust. When we were sinners we were building on the sands; but when we were saved, He took our feet up out of the miry clay, and placed them on a Rock. 

II. A CALL TO HUMILITY (1 Samuel 2:3 ) 
After Hannah, had ascribed glory and power unto God, then she began to speak against the proud and the arrogant who would lift themselves up against God. Thank God the time is coming that every high thing that exalts itself against the Lord will be put down. Here are Hannah's words, as found in 1 Samuel 2:3 : "Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth." 

1. A merited rebuke. This is our conclusion as we think over the words we have just quoted from Hannah's lips. From babyhood, almost, the spirit of pride and selfish arrogancy prevails. It is only when we come to know God in His glory, and might, and power, that we lose all confidence in the flesh. God forbid that we should be proud of anything. 

The spirit of arrogancy is a spirit of domineering pride. Not only is "self" proud; but selfish arrogancy wants to rule everybody else out as an underling. Arrogancy demands obeisance, and recognition, and ofttimes worship. 

2. A sacred warning. "By Him actions are weighed." After Hannah rebukes the proud and arrogant, she tells them that the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed. To proud Belshazzar the finger of God wrote upon the wall, above the candlesticks of the king's palace, "TEKEL": "Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting." God judges men by what they are, and not by what they claim. 

III. A VISION OF CONTRASTS (1 Samuel 2:4-5 ) 
We do not think that Hannah realized how marvelously she was praying. First of all she praised the Lord, then she worshiped Him, and ascribed unto Him holiness. Then she called upon the proud and arrogant, and shamed them, and told them that their actions would be weighed by Him. Now she is presenting two kinds of men and making a contrast which is worthy of our thought. 

1. "The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with strength." This is true. Have we not read that not many mighty, or noble are called? If our God is going to use men, He must break them. Many a Goliath has fallen before a David. "They that stumbled are girded with strength." It is a wonderful thing to be clothed with the power of His might. 

2. "They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were hungry ceased." Have you not read, "Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger." "Woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation." But God also has said just what Hannah said, "Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled." "Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the Kingdom of God." Hannah was praying in the Spirit; and truth is always the same. The mighty are broken, the weak are given strength; the full cry out for bread, and the hungry are satisfied. 

IV. THE POWER OF THE LIVING GOD (1 Samuel 2:6-7 ) 
Here we have a marvelous theological and homiletical demonstration. After Hannah in her prayer describes the weakness of the mighty, and the poverty of the rich, she says: "The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up." If you ever saw a verse which taught the sovereignty of God, here is one. Let us observe it. 

1. "The Lord killeth, and maketh alive." Think you that the wicked shall always prevail? Think you that the Lord shall always be repudiated, trampled beneath their feet, and cast out of the city to die? Nay, when the Lord shall arise, His arrows will be hot in the hearts of the king's enemies, whereby the people fall under Him. 

2. "He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up." Sin brings us all down to the grave, but Christ can break the power of sin, and the power of the grave. He can turn the wicked into hell and destroy them. He can also carry the righteous into Heaven, and enthrone them. 

3. "The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich." The Lord can send famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, and a sword. All that we have, He has given us. However, if we refuse to recognize Him and honor Him, with the breath of His lips He can bring us down. 

Read the Book of Job and see how easy it is for God to make a rich man poor; read also the last chapter of the Book of Job, and see how easy it is for God to make a poor man seven times richer than he was in the days of his riches. He who taketh away, can also give back. 

4. "He bringeth low, and lifteth up." The same Christ who throws down the proud, can lift up the humble. Somehow or other we are perfectly willing that He should bring us low; for we have learned the truth of the statement that "He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name: that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow * * and that every tongue should confess." 

What is true of our Lord, however, is true of us. If we are willing to go with Him in His degradation, desolation, and death, we may also be permitted to come up with Him, in His exaltation and glorification. Have we not read that we, "through His poverty," may be made rich? 

V. THE ENRICHMENTS OF GOD (1 Samuel 2:8 ) 
We are now coming to a climactic part of Hannah's prayer. She says: 

1. "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the begger from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory." 
We cannot help but think of Joseph. We remember how he was cast into prison, but the Lord lifted him up and set him among princes. Yea, he was even made next to the king of Egypt. Unto him the king gave complete charge of all of Egypt's affairs. 

We cannot but think of David, who minded the sheep. The youth was disdained by his brothers, and yet, did not the Lord lift him up, and place him upon a throne? 

There is another thing, however, in all of this. "To make them inherit the throne of Glory." Those of us who suffer with Him here, shall reign with Him there. Those of us who have borne His cross, shall share, with Him, His crown. 

2. "For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He hath set the world upon them." Here is a wonderful statement which should encourage the hearts of the needy and the poor. They are reminded that the pillars of the earth are the Lord's. Did not the Lord remind His servant in the hour of need that the silver and the gold were His, and that the cattle upon a thousand hills were His? Why should we draw so little upon the riches of God? God did not, through Hannah, present a God impoverished; but a God who possessed the pillars of the earth, and "set the world upon them." Her God was the God of all things. 

VI. THE LORD KEEPETH HIS SAINTS (1 Samuel 2:9 ) 
Hannah takes still another upward step. She not only teaches that the Lord will supply our needs, making the poor rich, and so forth, but she also says that the Lord will keep the feet of His saints. 

1. Our God is a God who gives guidance to His own. When we think of pur feet, we think of the pathway we tread; of the way we go. God will keep our pathway, and show us the way in which we should go. Nor do we have to think that this "keeping of our feet" means only the great trend of our life; that is, that God will guide us only in the big things. It is written "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord." 

Is it not wonderful to have some One go before us to point out the way? Is it not blessed to have some One saying to us." "This is the way, walk ye in it"? 

2. Our God is a God who puts the wicked into darkness. How striking is the expression "And the wicked shall be silent in darkness." When it was light in Israel it was dark in Egypt. 

The true saint is treading a path which groweth brighter and brighter unto perfect day. The wicked are walking a path which groweth darker and darker, until at last the wicked enter into the "blackness of darkness for ever." 

3. Our God is a God of victory. The last statement of our verse is: "For by strength shall no man prevail." 

When the kings of the earth set themselves together against the Lord, and against His Anointed; when they say: "Let us break Their bands asunder; and cast away Their cords from us," think you that they shall prevail? 

When, as described in the Book of Revelation, the antichrist shall curse those that dwell in the Heavens, think you that he shall prevail? 

It does not matter what strength the world may have; strength of money, for money is power; strength of armies, for armies stand for force; all will be as chaff before the wind on a summer threshing floor, when the Lord ariseth. 

VII. THE OVERTHROW OF THE ADVERSARIES (1 Samuel 2:10 ) 
Hannah, no doubt, was offering praise to God because those adversaries, which seemed to beset her, and to make it impossible for her to have a son, had been overthrown. 

She was exulting in God, because of her own personal deliverance. Hannah, however, whether she knew it or not, was speaking in no uncertain way about the final overthrow of all the adversaries of our Lord. 

Read what she says in 1 Samuel 2:10 . 

Once it was said: "Is Saul also among the Prophets?" As we read this verse in Samuel, we were overwhelmed with Hannah's vision, and we said: "Is Hannah also among the Prophets?" 

What is it that Hannah said? There are four things in her words, four things which cover the Corning of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. "The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces." We all will agree to this. The Second Psalm, in speaking of the end of times, and of Christ's Advent, said, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

Surely the Lord Jesus Christ will overthrow the wicked one and all his followers. 

Over in the Book of Revelation we read, "And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, * * And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places." Read also Revelation 6:14-17 . 

2. "Out of Heaven shall He thunder upon them." We all know that the Lord will descend from Heaven, and that, with the breath of His lips, and the forth-shining of His countenance He will slay the wicked one. Beloved, this very thing which Hannah speaks, will be fulfilled when Christ comes in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon all those who know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. "The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth." Why, certainly, this is exactly what will happen at the Second Coming, The adversaries will be broken, the Lord thunders upon them from Heaven, and then He will set up His throne, and rule the earth in righteousness. Read Psalms 46:1-11 , and you will think that you have the counterpart of Hannah's words. In the next Psalm we read, "For God is the King of all the earth * * God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of His holiness." In the Book of Acts it is said that the Lord will judge the earth in righteousness. He has given us a proof of this, in that He has raised up Christ from the dead. 

4. "He shall give strength unto His King, and exalt the horn of His Anointed." It is in the day when Christ shall return to sit upon the throne of David, that His Name and His glory shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea. Men will come from the ends of the earth as the representatives of nations, to worship the Lord of Hosts. 

In the Book of Isaiah this exaltation of Christ among men is set forth (Isaiah 33:5-22 ). 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"I once heard of a case in which the goodman of the house was stricken low by disease, and the physician insisted that no one should see him, as his life hung upon a thread. One day the doctor came and was met at the door by the nurse. The doctor heard a voice within. Turning sternly to the nurse, he said: "I told you to admit no one!" 

"There is no one there but the sick man," she replied confidently. 

"Listen, then," he said. And this is what they heard: 

"Tossed with rough winds and faint with fear, 

Above the tempest loud and clear 

Immanuel's sweet voice! hear! 

' 'Tis I. Be not afraid.'" 

"Oh! That's who it is!" said the physician, with a smile, as he opened the door and saw the peaceful face of the invalid on which the glory shone. 

Ay, the hills of God protect us on every side. Our help comes down, and the very coming down means force and power." 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21
The Prophet Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The story of Samuel is one of the outstanding messages of the Bible. His father's name was Elkanah. His mother's name was Hannah. Elkanah went up, from year to year, to worship and to sacrifice unto the Lord of Hosts in Shiloh. Hannah went also, but she went with a heavy heart. She was in bitterness of soul, and she prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. Then she vowed a vow and said, "O Lord of Hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of Thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget Thine handmaid, but wilt give unto Thine handmaid a man child, then will I give him unto the Lord all the days of his life." 

Thus it was that Hannah found grace in the sight of the Lord, for Eli answered and said unto her, "Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him." 

Then Hannah rose up and worshiped and her countenance was no more sad. From this we learn several important things. 

1. Samuel was a son of prayer. So many children are brought into this world without prayer and without seeking the will of the Lord. With Hannah it was altogether different. She prayed for a son, that she might bring him to God, and dedicate him to His service. 

2. Samuel was the son of a pledge. Hannah promised the Lord that if He would give her a son, she would bring her son to Him as an offering for service. How many noble and great men there have been, through the ages, who were born in answer to prayer, and who were promised to God before they were born. We believe that the influence of noble parents, devout and prayerful, holy and righteous, is the greatest possible heritage which can be given a child. 

3. Samuel was a son dedicated unto God. In fulfillment of her pledge, Hannah brought her son as soon as he was old enough, and said unto Eli, "For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him: therefore, also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." 

We believe that every parent should dedicate their little ones to God and then bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

4. Samuel was a son of exultant praise. When Hannah had dedicated her son to God, she did not return to her home groaning and complaining. She rather praised God. 

Her magnificat, which is recorded in I Samuel chapter 2, is a thing of beauty and of glory. Hannah said, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in Thy salvation. There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none beside Thee, neither is there any rock like our God." 

With many other words did Hannah praise and bless God, and then with her husband she departed, leaving the child Samuel to minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest. 

5. Samuel was a son who early ministered before the Lord. He began his service as a little lad, girded with a linen ephod. Once more we have a model before us, which childhood would do well to follow. Let not the child think that he must grow up to years of maturity before he enters into service for his Lord. Many of God's greatest men are those who began in the days of their youth. 

"Thus the child Samuel grew before the Lord." 

"For He is our childhood's pattern, 

Day by day like us He grew: 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us He knew 

And He feeleth for our sadness, 

And He shareth in our gladness." 

I. SAMUEL, THE PROPHET WITH HEARING EARS (1 Samuel 3:4 ; 1 Samuel 3:10 ) 
When Samuel was still a youth, the eyes of Eli began to wax dim, that he could not see. Thus it was that ere the lamp of God went out in the Temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the Lord called Samuel, and he answered, "Here am I." 

Samuel ran to Eli saying, "Here am I." Eli told him, "I called not." The second time the Lord called, and the second time Samuel said to Eli, "Here am I." The second time Samuel lay down, and the third time he heard the voice calling and he went to Eli saying, "Here am I, for thou didst call me"; and Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child. Then, under instruction of Eli, when the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel, Samuel"; "Samuel answered, Speak; for Thy servant heareth." Then the Lord told Samuel that He was going to make an end of Eli's house because his two sons had made themselves vile and EH had restrained them not. 

1. The hearing ear. How vital in each life is the hearing ear! Habakkuk said, "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto me." The Psalmist said, "I will hear what God the Lord will speak." 

However, it is not hearing alone, but it is hearing and doing. Christ said, "Whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them." 

We can almost hear the voice of God as He says, "Oh that My people had hearkened unto Me"; I would have "fed them also with the finest of the wheat." 

2. The consecrated life. In line with "hearing and doing," we go back to Samuel. When he said, "Speak, for Thy servant heareth," he meant, I stand ready to obey Thy service; I will gladly do Thy will. Let us listen to God's voice, and read God's Word, that we may observe to do according to all that He commands. 

"Every sin forsaking from my inmost soul; 

Every thought surrendered to Thy grand control. 

Teach me by Thy Spirit, and Thy Holy Word, 

How I best may suffer, and obey Thee, Lord; 

And however painful to obey may be, 

Love can make it gladsome, aye to follow Thee." 

II. SAMUEL RECOGNIZED BY ISRAEL AS SENT OF GOD (1 Samuel 3:20 ) 
Our verse says, "And all Israel from Dan even unto Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord." 

There was something about Samuel, even as a youth, that showed that the hand of God was upon him. He may have been a lad as other boys; he may have loved fun and frolic as they loved it, but his chums realized that there was something different about Samuel. 

Samuel carried the marks of spiritual life with him. The people knew that he was not ashamed of God and that he was faithful to God. There are a few things to emphasize. 

1. The Divine call. Samuel was established, a Prophet of the Lord. The dedication by his mother was good. His own dedication, when he said, "Speak; for Thy servant heareth," was better, but the definite calling from Heaven was best. We read of John the Baptist that he was a man sent from God. Isaiah heard God's call and knew that the Lord had separated him. It was the Word of the Lord which came unto Jeremiah. Jeremiah sought at first to draw back, but God said, "I have put My Words into thy, mouth." "Therefore, gird up thy loins and arise and speak unto them all that I command thee." All of the Prophets went under a special call from Heaven. 

In the church, the Apostles were called of God and separated unto His ministry. 

2. The Divine call recognized. This is not a small matter that the people knew that Samuel was called of God. What we call ordination in the church is no more than the recognition of men that some one has been called to preach the Gospel. If there is no mark of the Divine hand upon the preacher the people will not accept his message. When the people realize that a man is truly called of God, those who love the Lord will give attention to his testimony. 

III. SAMUEL CALLED IN AN HOUR OF NEED (1 Samuel 4:11 ; 1 Samuel 4:18 ) 
As the time drew near for God to remove Eli and his sons from the office of the. priesthood, God was preparing another, to take Eli's place. Thus it was, that, when the ark of God was taken, and Eli's sons were slain; and, when Eli fell from his seat and his neck brake that he died, Samuel was ready to take their place. After that, the Word of the Lord came to all Israel through the lips of Samuel. 

When the time came that God would take Elijah by a whirlwind into Heaven, God had already spoken to Elisha, and he stood ready to catch the mantle of his master as it fell from the ascending Prophet. 

When God rejected Saul from being king over Israel; God had another, a young man of ruddy countenance, named David, prepared to take Saul's place. 

It has always been so. New leaders are prepared of God to take up the mantle which other leaders lay down. 

Sometimes the younger generation, as they behold some great one passing on to his reward, tremble as they hear the call of God to fill in the ranks. They need not fear, because the God of Elijah will prove to be the God of Elisha. 

Let no one, among the stalwart sons who have long led the battle, imagine that the work of God will fail, when they pass from the scene. 

On the other hand, let the young men, the Samuels of today, stand ready to be established as the Prophets of the Lord when the old stalwarts do pass. With all humility, and yet, with absolute trust in the Living God, let them be ready to don the garments of their predecessors. 

"O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou for ever near me, 

My Master and my Friend! 

I shall not fear the battle, 

If Thou art by my side; 

Nor wander from Thy pathway, 

If Thou wilt be my Guide. 

Oh, let me hear Thee speaking, 

In accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, 

The murmurs of self-will. 

Oh, speak, to reassure me, 

To hasten or control; 

Oh, speak, and make me listen, 

Thou Guardian of my soul!" 

IV. SAMUEL'S FIRST CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE (1 Samuel 7:3 ) 
After Eli's death, when Samuel was established as Prophet, the burden of the charge which he spoke unto all the house of Israel, was, "If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve Him only: and He will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines." 

1. The path which Samuel chose is not the easy path. It would have been far easier if Samuel had allowed the people to follow their own pleasure and walk in their own way. It takes courage to go against the tide of public sinning and to call people back to God. 

When John the Baptist stood and cried unto Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother Philip's wife," he was doing the right thing but not the easy thing. What he did, cost him his life, but he was faithful. 

When Peter stood at Pentecost and charged Israel with the death of Christ, he was not doing the easy thing, but he was doing the right thing. What he did, cost him imprisonment, but he was true. 

We need men who will pay the price of fidelity to God at any cost. 

2. The path which Samuel chose, is the God-commanded path. The message of separation is God's message. The call of people to repent, and to turn from their evil ways, is God's call. 

O preachers of today, let us call upon our flocks to turn from their evil ways, and to prepare their hearts to serve the Lord only! 

O young people, come out and be ye separate; serve the Lord only! So will He deliver you from the hand of the enemy, and so will He establish you in your word, and work, and way. 

"Thou sweet beloved will of God, 

My anchor ground, my fortress hill, 

My spirit's silent, fair abode, 

In Thee I hide me, and am still. 

O will, that wiliest good alone, 

Lead Thou the way, thou guidest best: 

A little child, I follow on, 

And trusting, lean upon Thy breast. 

Thy beautiful sweet will, my God, 

Holds fast in its sublime embrace 

My captive will, a gladsome bird, 

Prisoned in such a realm of grace. 

Within this place of certain good 

Love evermore expands her wings, 

Or nestling in Thy perfect choice, 

Abides content with what it brings." 

V. SAMUEL'S EBENEZER (1 Samuel 7:12 ) 
It was after the Children of Israel had heard Samuel's warning, and had obediently obeyed his voice, and had put away Baalam and Ashtaroth, and had served the Lord only, that Samuel gathered them to Mizpeh saying, "I will pray for you unto the Lord." 

1. Satan's attempt to break Israel's covenant with God. No sooner had this dedication been made known unto the Philistines than they went up against Israel. It is always so. When a child of God dedicates himself to follow the Lord fully, then Satan will get hot on his trail. 

When the Children of Israel, in obedience to God, left Egypt, the Egyptians pursued them. 

It was when Christ had left the dedicatory waters of the Jordan, that He was led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

We can be sure Satan will allow no individual life, and no people, to go through with God, without making them the object of his attacks. 

2. The people's cry unto God. Israel said to Samuel, "Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God, for us, that He will save us out of the hand of the Philistines." 

Israel's consecration to God had brought the Philistines' attack; the Philistines' attack had brought Israel to her knees in prayer to God. 

How often does God use our troubles, and struggles, as the avenue by which He approaches, in a more vital way, into our lives. Upon the waves of the stormy sea, Jesus walked to the struggling disciples in the boat. 

3. Ebenezer, the stone of blessing. When Samuel cried, the men of Israel went out and pursued the Philistines and smote them. "Then Samuel took a stone,... and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 

"Here I'll raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I'm come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure. 

Safely to arrive at home." 

VI. ISRAEL'S REJECTION OF SAMUEL (1 Samuel 8:1-7 ) 
When Samuel was old, and his sons were made judges over Israel, his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment. Then all the elders of Israel said unto Samuel, "Behold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations." 

1. Let us observe Israel's failure to seek God's will. Perhaps, the elders of Israel were right in seeking to refuse Samuel's sons, but they were wrong in not seeking from God His will in this matter. They desired to take matters into their own hands. They desired a king like all the nations. They chose rather to pattern after the godless peoples around them, than to pattern after God. 

It is a dangerous thing when we turn from God's ways to our ways; when we turn from God's leader to our leader; when we seek to pattern our walk after the walk of the men of this world. 

In all of this, Israel was not rejecting Samuel, but God, and God so said, "They have not rejected thee * * but Me, that I should not reign over them." 

To Saul, the persecutor of the saints, God spoke saying, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" 

Christians today need to beware how they turn against God's anointed, lest they turn against God. 

2. Let us observe the Lord's willingness to grant the people their own way. The Lord said unto Samuel, "Hearken unto the voice of the people, in all that they say unto thee." God will not force His people to walk with Him. At the first, God told Balaam, "Thou shalt not go with them," but when Balaam received the second envoys from Balak, God said, "Go with them." Even then the angel of the Lord withstood Balaam in the way, but when Balaam still wanted to go, God said, "Go." 

VII. SAMUEL DELIVERED GOD'S PROTEST (1 Samuel 8:9-10 ) 
When the people demanded a king, God granted them their request. With what grief did the Lord say unto Samuel, "According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken Me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee"! 

1. Then Samuel solemnly protested unto them. He showed them what it would mean unto them if they had a king. He told them the manner of a king that should reign over them. How he would take their sons and make them his horsemen to run before his chariots. How he would appoint captains over thousands and over fifties; and set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make them instruments of war. How he would take their daughters to be his cooks, and bakers. How he would take their fields and vineyards and give them to his servants. How he would take their men-servants and maid-servants to make them do his work. How he would demand a tenth of their sheep. Thus did God warn the people. 

2. Nevertheless, the people refused Samuel and desired a king. There was no refraining them from their purpose. They wanted a king like all the nations. A king, instead of the Lord, to judge them. A king, instead of the Lord, to go out and fight their battles. So Samuel told the Lord what the people said, and the Lord said, "Hearken, to their voice." God gave them a king. Saul was duly crowned. At the first, all things went well. Samuel still moved among the people, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul. God was willing to do for His people all that could be done, even after the people had rejected Him. 

We all know, however, the great final fiasco; and how Saul was left dead on the battlefield, having thrust a sword through his own heart. 

Let us beware, lest we walk after the same example of unbelief. The Lord may give us the desires of our heart but send leanness to our souls. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
MR. WANAMAKER'S BUSINESS 

Not slothful in business. Mr. Wanamaker was asked, "How do you get time to run a great Sunday school like this, with the business of your stores, your Postmaster Generalship, and all the other tremendous obligations of your life?" He replied, "Why, the Sunday school is my business. All those other things are just things. Fifty-five years ago I decided that God's promise was sure, 'Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.'" A man cannot fail to make a success of his Christian service if he simply takes God at His word and makes it the first business of his life. S. S. Times. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
The Ark Taken by the Philistines 
1 Samuel 4:1-22 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We would like to suggest something of the history of the Ark of the Covenant. 

1. The Ark was symbolical of Christ Jesus our Lord. The shittim wood stood for the body of our Lord, and linked Him to humanity. The wood overlaid with pure gold within and without, demonstrated how Christ was very God of very God; God the Son, and Son of God; God manifested in flesh. 

The staves of wood covered with gold, with the rings where the staves were to be placed for the purpose of carrying the Ark, showed how Christ in the flesh was circumscribed and dependent upon others. 

The mercy seat was all of gold, pure gold. It made clear the fact that Christ who knew no sin, did no sin, and in whom there was no sin, made the sacrifice for sinners, the Just for the unjust. Anything other than God in flesh; God, a Lamb spotless and pure, could not become God's mercy seat for sinners. 

The two cherubim made of pure beaten gold, which overlooked the mercy seat, showed that God could look down upon the sinner only through the mercy seat where the shed blood was sprinkled. 

2. The Ark was the place where the Lord dwelt. We read: "And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat." 

However, that sacred place of meeting was not apart from the shedding of blood. Not only the Ark itself was to have the blood sprinkled on the mercy seat, but the approach to the Holy of Holies was possible only by way of the altar of burnt offering, in the outer court. 

There is also a place of meeting for the saint of today. It is at the altar of prayer that He promises to meet with us; however, Christ plainly said, "No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." His presence chamber is closed to all, therefore, unless they come by the way of the cleansing Blood, all-clothed in the imputed righteousness of God. in Christ, 

3. The Ark in the midst of Israel spoke victory to God's people. They knew that when the Ark was there, power was there; victory was there. 

Here is a lesson that needs to be emphasized just now among God's people. If the Lord is not in the house, they labor in vain who build it; if God is not with us, we are a defeated, disheartened people. 

I. ISRAEL SMITTEN BEFORE THE PHILISTINES (1 Samuel 4:1 ) 
1. A sad spectacle. We remember how Joshua was overcome with grief when Israel was smitten at Ai. He said: "What shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!" Then Joshua added, "And what wilt Thou do unto Thy great Name?" 

Were ever words more true than Joshua's? He felt that Israel's defeat was God's defeat. That was correct in the days of Joshua, and it is correct unto this day. Israel's downfall meant, in the eyes of men, God's downfall. 

Our God is so inseparable from His people that what happens to the one must, of necessity, affect the other. Did God not call Israel that they might be unto Him for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory? He did. Therefore, if Israel fails, their failure drags the Name, the praise, and the glory of God into their defeat. 

God has also said to the Church, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." We are * * that we may. 

2. A solemn result. Whenever there is a defeat on the part of one side of the battle, there is a glorying on the part of the other side. In this case the Philistines most assuredly gloried over the Israelites. If that had been all, it had not been so bad; they, however, also gloried over the Lord, Israel's God. 

In the life of the Christian this is always true. No Christian liveth a separated life, a life unto himself alone. He is linked and interlinked, woven and interwoven into the life of his Lord. The fact is that the believer and his Lord have one life. Everything that he is or does, affects not only himself, but his Lord also. 

II. A SOLEMN QUESTION (1 Samuel 4:3 ) 
1. Seeking for the cause of defeat. When Israel found herself beaten in battle, she inquired, "Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to day before the Philistines?" 

In this Israel did well. We, too, whenever there is defeat, should seek the reason why. Surely the Lord would not leave us in the shame of failure, especially when His own holy Name is involved, unless there was some just reason for it all, 

2. The great decision. I suppose they thought that they had discovered the cause of their defeat. Their decision was that the cause lay in their failure to take the Ark of the Covenant with them. They seemed to have no thought that their own sins had caused their slaughter. Beyond doubt it is necessary to have God with us, and yet, can an outward display of God suffice? 

The church, in many places, has a form of godliness but they have no power. The church, no doubt, imagines that this vain carrying of the emblems of the Lord with them, will assure them of victory. Let us see how it worked out in the case of Israel. 

3. The Ark brought forth. 1 Samuel 4:4 tells us, "So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of Hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims." Thus they had God with them once more at least they did so far as the outward semblance thereof was concerned. 

4. Hophni and Phinehas were there with the Ark. They had the Ark, but they had men under God's curse carrying it. Suppose a church does formally have God with them, yet, in their pulpit they have men associated with their worship who are altogether unacceptable with God; or, suppose they have God with them in form, but their officers are men of the world, wholly unacceptable to the Lord, should they expect victory? 

III. THE FEAR OF THE PHILISTINES (1 Samuel 4:7 ) 
1. The shouts of Israel. When the Ark was brought up out of Shiloh, the Children of Israel "shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again." It was the sound of the shout and the noise of great rejoicing in the camp of the Hebrews, that caused the Philistines to fear. They supposed that the Lord was, in fact, with His people. 

2. The despair of the Philistines. 1 Samuel 4:7 tells us that the Philistines were afraid and they said: "God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! * * who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians." They might well have been afraid, for had the God of Israel truly been with the Israelites, the gods of the Philistines and all their armies would easily have been overthrown. It has been said, 

"The devil fleeth when he sees, 

The praying Christian an his knees." 

The devil, however, does not always need to fear, for it is not everyone that goes through the form of prayer that prays. Whenever there is sin, there is always defeat. 

3. The appeal. The leaders of the Philistines cried out to their soldiers: "Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews." In the New Testament we read almost these very same words: "quit you like men." This is God's call to saints. 

IV. SMITTEN AGAIN (1 Samuel 4:10 ) 
1. Wherein a false hope faded. As Israel went forth to battle, they went forth in all seeming confidence. This time they carried the Ark with them. Perhaps they said within themselves, "If God be for us, who can be against us?" They knew that when God lifted up His hand, victory was sure. 

It is in the time when victory seems certain, that defeat seems so disastrous. Israel thought she would win, but she lost. 

2. Wherein there was a great slaughter. "There fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the Ark of God was taken; and the sons of EH, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain." 

Here was a defeat that was more than a defeat. It was a threefold disaster. 

1. Thirty thousand footmen were slain. 

2. The Ark was taken. 

3. The two priests of Israel were killed. 

How could so terrific a defeat have happened when the Children of Israel had gone up to battle with their eyes upon the Ark of the Covenant? That Ark certainly stood for victory. It signified that God was with them, for He Himself had said that He would dwell between the cherubim. 

3, The true cause. 
(1) The people had taken the Ark of God, but they had not cleansed their hearts from sin. They had not put away their false gods. They had an idea that God would work, even though they themselves were wrong. They forgot the instructions of the Almighty to Moses (Deuteronomy 23:14 ). 

Think you that a church that is disobedient, and carnal, can have victory simply because it carries with it the "Ark of the Lord"? 

(2) Hophni and Phinehas were wicked men men under the curse of the Almighty. They were exploiting God's people. They were serving for filthy lucre, and God could not bless as long as they were there. 

V. WHAT MEANETH THIS NOISE? (1 Samuel 4:14 ) 
1. The great slaughter. The Philistines who had slaughtered 4,000 men before the Ark was brought, now slew 30,000; the Ark was captured, the two sons of EH were slain. So great was the victory of the enemy of Jehovah. The havoc wrought could hardly be measured. It seemed impossible. Yet, there it was ruin and wreckage on every hand. 

2. What meaneth this noise? The aged seer sat by the wayside watching. It was he, even Eli, who said, "What meaneth the noise of this tumult?" Perhaps he knew full well; perhaps he had deceived himself. In any event, we know what the tumult meant. We know the meaning of the great defeat. 

Eli, the priest, was as much to blame as was anyone. He had condoned the sins of his sons. He had sat quietly by while his two sons held the place of power in the priesthood, although he had been sufficiently warned of God. 

The two sons, likewise, had their part in the meaning of Israel's overthrow. They had been untrue to both God and man. They were corrupt in every way. 

The sins of Israel had a part in their defeat. There was sin in the camp. Not that alone, but they had gone so far as to drag God into their midst. They had thought to take the Ark of the Covenant into a place where God could not dwell. 

VI. THE DEATH OF ELI (1 Samuel 4:18 ) 
1. Eli was a "good" man. Forty years he judged Israel. He lived to a good old age. He was not aggressive for the Lord, but he was "good." He was good to the lack of firmness. He was good to the exclusion of rebuking sin. 

Eli was, we fear, as many preachers and pastors are today. No one could, perhaps, charge him with any evil way or word. But no one could charge him with any outstanding conflict with sin. 

Shall ministers who find themselves environed with a careless, carnal, and ofttimes corrupt membership, be just good and kind, and passive, when words of condemnation and judgment are needed? God forbid. We need to rebuke evil in our own church or home, just as much as we need to approve of righteousness. We need men who are not for sale. 

2. Eli was a God-fearing man. He did love God, he did love the Ark of God. When he heard that the Ark was taken by the Philistines, it was then that he fell backwards from off the seat where he sat, and broke his neck. The death of his sons was bad, but the capture of the Ark was the thing that broke his heart. 

VII. THE GLORY IS DEPARTED FROM ISRAEL (1 Samuel 4:21 ) 
When the wife of Phinehas heard the tidings that her husband was dead, that Eli was dead, and that the Ark was taken, she died in childbirth, naming her son, as she died, Ichabod, and saying, "The glory is departed from Israel: because the Ark of God was taken." 

1. The glory has departed from Israel even today. The people who of yore knew God and who walked in His statutes and in His ways, are now scattered and driven forth among all nations. 

Jeremiah the wailing Prophet cried out, "She that was great among the nations, * * is * * become tributary"! "Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper." 

Hosea said, "As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird." Christ said, "Your house is left unto you desolate." 

2. The glory has departed from the church. No, not altogether, thank God. However, for a great part, her glory is gone. I sit writing in the very heart of India. Even here, in the mission fields, where the church should find its most spiritual leaders, it is Ichabod in many places. Modernists are bringing the glory of God our Saviour, Jesus Christ, down to the level of mere man; they are turning away from a message of salvation by faith in Christ's redemptive, Calvary, substitutionary work, unto a mere social gospel which centers in no more than an ethical conception of the Gospel. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"It is true that, 'Our present social troubles are only the outward symptoms of a deep-seated disease a false view of the very ends of life.' Again, it has been well said, 'The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.' But men have become possessed of the idea that personal pleasure and enjoyment constitute the chief end of life, and have largely yielded to the siren's seductive charms. 

The world has been offered a 'play-spell.' Life is largely judged by the display of scenery and the glare of the footlights on the stage of life. The poet has said, 

'Life is real! Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal,' 

but man's response is, 'That is old poetic fogyism, "On with the dance, let joy be unconfined." 'Do we wonder why we have a 'World Depression'? Why not wonder, rather, why it has been so long delayed. Has it any moral lesson for the world at large? Let the wise understand. Wisdom lifts her voice in the streets, but she is unnoticed, unheard, ignored, scorned. But God is not mocked, whatsoever is sown will surely be reaped. The wind has been sown, and now the harvest the whirlwind. 

But the sad, solemn truth is, the professing church has not escaped; the suction has drawn her into the whirlpool of social pleasure and stage acting. The solemn truths about sin and salvation, and God's world-wide program must be 'played out,' and consequently they are 'played at.' We would be surprised at the number of church deserters, could we know it. A sailor boy enlists in the navy. A few nights later he slinks over the side of his ship, a deserter. What is the matter? He came in with a false idea of sailor life. He thought it meant to just board the vessel, sit in the sunlight, and sail, sail, sail on to some distant port of enchantment. And lo: what have they done, but set him to scrubbing the deck and washing dishes! A false idea has ruined his sailor life. The number of people that has come into the church with ideas equally false, is legion, and they have slunk over the side of the old ship Zion deserters. Many have become church tramps in their eager pursuit of pleasure, entertainment, and sensuous delight, and wherever that abounds, there is their resort." 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-12
The Ark in the Land of the Philistines 
1 Samuel 5:1-12 ; 1 Samuel 6:1-11 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are several things we think should be emphasized. 

1. Ebenezer means "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." What! Was the Ark of God taken from the place "where the Lord helped us," to the place of utter and ignominious defeat? Even so. 

It is written that He could do no mighty works in Nazareth because of their unbelief. Why was Christ helpless to demonstrate His power and His glory in the city where He had been brought up? It was because, to them, He was, "Jesus the carpenter's son," or, "Jesus, the son of Joseph." They did, to be sure, marvel at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth; but yet, when He made manifest His Deity, they dragged Him to the brow of the hill, on which the city was built, intent on casting Him off to His death. 

Unbelief is not the only thing that limits the power of God in behalf of His own. It is also written, "Your iniquities have separated between you and your God." If any man regards sin in his heart the Lord cannot hear, and will not hear. David in sin, was David in the place of defeat. 

2. From Ebenezer to Ashdod, and from Ashdod to the house of Dagon. It seems that we are now reading the impossible. Surely there is no place for our God in the city of Ashdod, and in the temple of Dagon. He might, indeed, go there to give a testimony for the truth, to preach the Gospel; but how can He be dragged there by His opponents? How can He be placed there, in company with Dagon, as another of the Philistines' false gods? 

Is it not written "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me"? 

I. DAGON WAS FALLEN ON HIS FACE (1 Samuel 5:3-4 ) 
When the disciples sought to make three tabernacles, it did not take God long to rebuke them with "This is My beloved Son: hear Him!" 

When the Ark was taken into the house of Dagon, it did not take God long to cast down Dagon. His keepers set Dagon once again on his pedestal, but the next morning Dagon was again prostrate on his face to the ground before the Ark. This time the head of Dagon and both his hands were cut off upon the threshold, and only the stump of Dagon was left to him. 

1. The supremacy of God over all is clearly before us. No hand lifted up against the Lord can prevail. He only is God, and there is none other. 

In Isaiah it is written: "The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low * *. And the idols He shall utterly abolish." 

It is at the Name of Jesus that every knee shall bow; everything in Heaven, everything on earth, or under the earth all must bend the knee to Him. Think you then that the Ark, where God met His people, the Ark that stood for things Divine, could be housed alongside of false gods? Nay! Down fell Dagon, his head and hands broken off. 

2. The power of God over all powers is clearly before us. Not only is God to be first in all things, and every power to fall at His presence, but God is able to subdue all things that lift up themselves against Him. Every high thing, and every thing mighty, must succumb to God's almightiness. 

Even we, as saints, are panoplied with power from on High, for the weapons of our warfare are mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strongholds. To Christ seated at the Father's right hand, God says, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." 

II. THE MEN OF ASHDOD WERE DESTROYED (1 Samuel 5:6-7 ) 
1. God works His judgments unseen and unheard. Not alone did God break down the idol Dagon, but He brought low the people of Ashdod, who worshiped the idol. 

The Philistines thought that they could conquer God, for they had met Him on the field of battle and vanquished His armies, and taken the Ark which was the symbol of His presence with His people Israel. 

If they could conquer so great a people, what had they to fear of the people's God? Little did they know of the might of Jehovah. God who created the heavens and the earth with His Word, could easily send forth His judgments by His Word. God is not dependent upon armies and men. He uses His own when they are faithful to work His purposes; but when men fail, He can work marvels unseen by men. 

Thus it was in the days of Elisha. "For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host * *. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses," etc. Thus God worked when no man lifted a hand to fight. 

2. God works His judgments with unlikely things. We read, "The hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and He destroyed them, and smote them with emerods." 

The men who gather themselves together against God should remember that He who sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh at them, and hold them in derision. God may, for a while suffer men to continue in their evil ways. He is longsuffering, and not willing that any should perish. However, when the harvest of their iniquity is ripe, and the time of opportunity is past, He will arise and send upon them the judgment that is meet. 

So it was that the men of Ashdod cried out, and said, "The Ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us." 

III. SEEKING TO GET RID OF THE ARK (1 Samuel 5:7-8 ) 
1. The men of Ashdod were afraid of God. Someone says, "And well they might have been afraid." Dost thou think so? "Certainly," you say; "look at the way He killed them off." 

Yes, we suppose the sinner always has, and always will be afraid of God, when he sees the judgments of God falling upon him. 

In Revelation 6:1-17 the wicked are so filled with the fear of His wrath that they cry for the rocks and mountains to fall upon them and hide them from His face. Yes, they are afraid. Adam and Eve were afraid and hid themselves in the trees of the Garden. 

No doubt the wicked will be filled with fear at the Great White Throne, as they are judged according to their works. 

2. The men of Ashdod sought to send away their greatest friend. Suppose they had believed God; suppose they had gladly sought His grace, and had come to Him under a true token; He surely would have gladly received them. It is written, "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." There was the Ark, where they could have found the mercy seat, and have come to God as suppliants of grace. But they did not. 

Why should the wicked fear the wrath of God, when the God of wrath is the God of love? In the Book of Revelation where the Lord Jesus is treading out the winepress of God's wrath, it says, "He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." The word "Almighty" refers to the God who is enough. 

Wrath never falls until mercy has spent its all in behalf of the wicked. Sinner, there is One standing at your side even now. He is the once crucified, but now risen and exalted Christ. Wilt thou send Him away? He is thine only Hope of peace. 

"There's a Stranger at the door, 

Let Him in; 

He has been there oft before, 

Let Him in; 

Let Him in, ere He is gone, 

Let Him in, the Holy One, 

Jesus Christ, the Father's Son; 

Let Him in." 

IV. SENDING THE ARK BACK TO ISRAEL (1 Samuel 5:11 ) 
1. The Ark sent from Ashdod to Gath. We would not say that it was exactly kind of the citizens of Ashdod to send the Ark to the people of Gath. That is just what they; did. Perhaps the lesson for us to learn is that everyone who sins passes his penalties on to others. 

Perhaps we should consider that it is a poor way to rid oneself of any evil by passing it over to another town. How can this be done? 

We remember in a Georgia town when the people got aroused because of the houses of shame in their midst, that a committee waited on a certain judge and urged him to issue orders to make the evil women leave the city. The judge quietly said, "To which of the neighboring cities would you suggest that I send them?" Then he soberly asked the committee, "Gentlemen, have you tried to save these wicked women from their sins?" 

2. The people of Gath suffered a very great destruction. Wherever there is sin, there is wrath revealed from Heaven. God is not a respecter of persons. Neither are sinners so different; for the people of Gath sent the ark to Ekron. Then the Ekronites cried out, saying, "They have brought about the Ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people." 

Thus the lords of the Philistines hastened together, and they decided to send the Ark back to its own place. 

Back went the Ark. Not only was the Ark returned but it was returned in a very brilliant way. This we will consider shortly. Let us now admit that the Philistines had learned something of the greatness and the power of the God of Israel. They may have discovered the folly of fighting against God. When they had been victor over the Israelites, and had taken the Ark away from them, they no doubt thought themselves worthy of praise and they re-joked greatly. However, they now saw that what seemed a victory was a defeat. 

V. SENDING THE ARK BACK TO ISRAEL WITH GREAT POMP (1 Samuel 6:2-4 ) 
1. "Send it not empty." The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. The Philistines called for the priests and the diviners to inquire as to how the Ark should be sent back. "Send it not empty," said they. We are reminded of the folly of the king of Syria when he sent Naaman to be healed of his leprosy. First of all, he sent him to the king instead of to the Prophet; secondly He sent him with ten talents of gold, and six thousand pieces of silver, and ten changes of raiment. 

People, to this day, think God can be bought. The song may say 

"Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy Cross I cling," 

but not so says the religion of the twentieth century before, or of the twentieth century after Christ. 

O foolish priests and diviners, think ye to appease the wrath of God by the works of the flesh? Is this what God requires at your hand? 

2. "In any wise return Him a trespass offering." Yes, the Israelites were instructed as to a trespass offering; but their trespass offering lost all of its blessing, as the people of Israel lost all of its Calvary significance. 

The Philistines knew nothing of Christ and the Cross; they were not pleading the merits of the Atonement. They were more like the unbelieving prophets of Baal, who sacrificed their bullock, and cried aloud, and cut themselves with knives and lancets till the blood gushed out upon them; yet there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 

"There is none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

3. The Philistines made images of emerods and of mice to give glory unto God. These were images of the very things that God commanded should not be made. They made images of the things which God had sent to bite them, and to slay them. Most of the gods and idols of the heathen are made in order to appease the wrath of the god whom they ignorantly worship. 

VI. THE WARNING OF THE PRIESTS AND DIVINERS (1 Samuel 6:5-6 ) 
1. Grasping at straws. The diviners and the priests said: "Do this, and do that, peradventure the God of Israel will lighten His hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from off your lands." They gave to the Philistines no positive assurance and no certain hope. 

The best they could say was "Peradventure." As we see it the whole worship of heathendom centers in a "peradventure." They are always trying to appease the wrath of the gods. They are always hoping to find God, or to make themselves like God. They never know anything of peace or of a certain rest, such as the Christians know. 

To them the pathway to peace is a long and arduous one an unhill climb, through which they hope, sometime, to attain unto a place of rest. In heathendom, peace is the final goal that lies at the top or summit of all human endeavor; to the Christian, peace lies at the foot of the mountain, and is given to the lost sinner the moment he believes. 

2. Building a new cart. The next thing the priests and diviners of the Philistines suggested was that they should make a new cart, and take two milk kine, on which there had come no yoke. Thus they were to take the Ark of the Lord home again. It was some gorgeous affair they had. The cart was only to carry the Ark, but along with the Ark they were to send jewels of gold, in a coffer, by the side of the Ark as a trespass offering. 

We feel sure that the church is losing the simplicity of worship and service. More and more we are looking to fine structures, embellished and made beautiful to behold. Embellishment has nothing whatsoever to do with our approach to God. There is but one thing necessary to come to the Father, and that is, the Son. "No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." 

Would that we might get back to the simplicity of the Gospel, and spend our excess wealth on preaching Christ to the ends of the earth. 

VII. THE HOMEWARD MARCH (1 Samuel 6:11-12 ) 
1. A sad combination. Think of it! There was the cart, something that had absolutely no affiliation with the Ark, for the Ark was made to be carried and not carted. There was the coffer, within which were placed the mice of gold, and the images of their emerods. There were the kine that drew the cart. There were the Philistines who were servants of Belial. You will all grant me that the combination was most unhallowed and almost uncanny. 

We write with a tinge of sadness. Is it not so even today? We are tagging on or tying on to the worship of our God, many, many things that are altogether obnoxious to Him and wholly contrary to both His Person and His command. 

We have plenty of men and women taking active part in the service of the Lord who are altogether unholy, and are even children of Belial. 

If we marvel that God would permit the combination we set forth, in the days of the Philistines, should we not, the rather, marvel that God permits so many unhallowed affiliations in our own day? 

2. A satisfied people. When at last the march was over and the Ark was delivered into the hands of Israel, the Philistines felt that they had gotten rid of a great and dark cloud that had hung over their land. God, at least, was gone and they thought that perhaps they would get along all right now with Him away. 

Alas, alas, that such is the conception of many today. 

The prodigal son wanted to get away from the father, from the environments of home life, and from the constraints of parenthood. Young people, themselves, too often want to break the ties that bind them to the church, to God, and to holy living. The spirit of the Philistines is still abroad in the land. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We are in India with idols all around us. Are the Hindus and the Philistines all the peoples who have their Dagons? 

How many hours how many days years are wasted kneeling before some idol an idol who is not fit to tie the shoe latchet of the true and only King. Here is a pastor who is endeavoring to put his son through college. Unmindful of the spiritual life of his church, he strives assiduously to get his salary. But the Lord said, "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God." Business men cry, "My business! I must look out for my business!" A mother exclaims, "My girl go to Africa? I will not permit it!" Some fascinating personality comes on the scene. Down on their knees, in absolute thralldom, fall the people. Could anyone, they say, be more wonderful? 

And all the while the Saviour stands patiently by, waiting for the scales to fall from blinded eyes. Yes, He lives in our hearts. Shall He have second place, or will you give Him the throne? Remember, He must be "Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all." 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-11
The Ark in the Land of the Philistines 
1 Samuel 5:1-12 ; 1 Samuel 6:1-11 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are several things we think should be emphasized. 

1. Ebenezer means "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." What! Was the Ark of God taken from the place "where the Lord helped us," to the place of utter and ignominious defeat? Even so. 

It is written that He could do no mighty works in Nazareth because of their unbelief. Why was Christ helpless to demonstrate His power and His glory in the city where He had been brought up? It was because, to them, He was, "Jesus the carpenter's son," or, "Jesus, the son of Joseph." They did, to be sure, marvel at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth; but yet, when He made manifest His Deity, they dragged Him to the brow of the hill, on which the city was built, intent on casting Him off to His death. 

Unbelief is not the only thing that limits the power of God in behalf of His own. It is also written, "Your iniquities have separated between you and your God." If any man regards sin in his heart the Lord cannot hear, and will not hear. David in sin, was David in the place of defeat. 

2. From Ebenezer to Ashdod, and from Ashdod to the house of Dagon. It seems that we are now reading the impossible. Surely there is no place for our God in the city of Ashdod, and in the temple of Dagon. He might, indeed, go there to give a testimony for the truth, to preach the Gospel; but how can He be dragged there by His opponents? How can He be placed there, in company with Dagon, as another of the Philistines' false gods? 

Is it not written "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me"? 

I. DAGON WAS FALLEN ON HIS FACE (1 Samuel 5:3-4 ) 
When the disciples sought to make three tabernacles, it did not take God long to rebuke them with "This is My beloved Son: hear Him!" 

When the Ark was taken into the house of Dagon, it did not take God long to cast down Dagon. His keepers set Dagon once again on his pedestal, but the next morning Dagon was again prostrate on his face to the ground before the Ark. This time the head of Dagon and both his hands were cut off upon the threshold, and only the stump of Dagon was left to him. 

1. The supremacy of God over all is clearly before us. No hand lifted up against the Lord can prevail. He only is God, and there is none other. 

In Isaiah it is written: "The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low * *. And the idols He shall utterly abolish." 

It is at the Name of Jesus that every knee shall bow; everything in Heaven, everything on earth, or under the earth all must bend the knee to Him. Think you then that the Ark, where God met His people, the Ark that stood for things Divine, could be housed alongside of false gods? Nay! Down fell Dagon, his head and hands broken off. 

2. The power of God over all powers is clearly before us. Not only is God to be first in all things, and every power to fall at His presence, but God is able to subdue all things that lift up themselves against Him. Every high thing, and every thing mighty, must succumb to God's almightiness. 

Even we, as saints, are panoplied with power from on High, for the weapons of our warfare are mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strongholds. To Christ seated at the Father's right hand, God says, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." 

II. THE MEN OF ASHDOD WERE DESTROYED (1 Samuel 5:6-7 ) 
1. God works His judgments unseen and unheard. Not alone did God break down the idol Dagon, but He brought low the people of Ashdod, who worshiped the idol. 

The Philistines thought that they could conquer God, for they had met Him on the field of battle and vanquished His armies, and taken the Ark which was the symbol of His presence with His people Israel. 

If they could conquer so great a people, what had they to fear of the people's God? Little did they know of the might of Jehovah. God who created the heavens and the earth with His Word, could easily send forth His judgments by His Word. God is not dependent upon armies and men. He uses His own when they are faithful to work His purposes; but when men fail, He can work marvels unseen by men. 

Thus it was in the days of Elisha. "For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host * *. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses," etc. Thus God worked when no man lifted a hand to fight. 

2. God works His judgments with unlikely things. We read, "The hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and He destroyed them, and smote them with emerods." 

The men who gather themselves together against God should remember that He who sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh at them, and hold them in derision. God may, for a while suffer men to continue in their evil ways. He is longsuffering, and not willing that any should perish. However, when the harvest of their iniquity is ripe, and the time of opportunity is past, He will arise and send upon them the judgment that is meet. 

So it was that the men of Ashdod cried out, and said, "The Ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us." 

III. SEEKING TO GET RID OF THE ARK (1 Samuel 5:7-8 ) 
1. The men of Ashdod were afraid of God. Someone says, "And well they might have been afraid." Dost thou think so? "Certainly," you say; "look at the way He killed them off." 

Yes, we suppose the sinner always has, and always will be afraid of God, when he sees the judgments of God falling upon him. 

In Revelation 6:1-17 the wicked are so filled with the fear of His wrath that they cry for the rocks and mountains to fall upon them and hide them from His face. Yes, they are afraid. Adam and Eve were afraid and hid themselves in the trees of the Garden. 

No doubt the wicked will be filled with fear at the Great White Throne, as they are judged according to their works. 

2. The men of Ashdod sought to send away their greatest friend. Suppose they had believed God; suppose they had gladly sought His grace, and had come to Him under a true token; He surely would have gladly received them. It is written, "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." There was the Ark, where they could have found the mercy seat, and have come to God as suppliants of grace. But they did not. 

Why should the wicked fear the wrath of God, when the God of wrath is the God of love? In the Book of Revelation where the Lord Jesus is treading out the winepress of God's wrath, it says, "He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." The word "Almighty" refers to the God who is enough. 

Wrath never falls until mercy has spent its all in behalf of the wicked. Sinner, there is One standing at your side even now. He is the once crucified, but now risen and exalted Christ. Wilt thou send Him away? He is thine only Hope of peace. 

"There's a Stranger at the door, 

Let Him in; 

He has been there oft before, 

Let Him in; 

Let Him in, ere He is gone, 

Let Him in, the Holy One, 

Jesus Christ, the Father's Son; 

Let Him in." 

IV. SENDING THE ARK BACK TO ISRAEL (1 Samuel 5:11 ) 
1. The Ark sent from Ashdod to Gath. We would not say that it was exactly kind of the citizens of Ashdod to send the Ark to the people of Gath. That is just what they; did. Perhaps the lesson for us to learn is that everyone who sins passes his penalties on to others. 

Perhaps we should consider that it is a poor way to rid oneself of any evil by passing it over to another town. How can this be done? 

We remember in a Georgia town when the people got aroused because of the houses of shame in their midst, that a committee waited on a certain judge and urged him to issue orders to make the evil women leave the city. The judge quietly said, "To which of the neighboring cities would you suggest that I send them?" Then he soberly asked the committee, "Gentlemen, have you tried to save these wicked women from their sins?" 

2. The people of Gath suffered a very great destruction. Wherever there is sin, there is wrath revealed from Heaven. God is not a respecter of persons. Neither are sinners so different; for the people of Gath sent the ark to Ekron. Then the Ekronites cried out, saying, "They have brought about the Ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people." 

Thus the lords of the Philistines hastened together, and they decided to send the Ark back to its own place. 

Back went the Ark. Not only was the Ark returned but it was returned in a very brilliant way. This we will consider shortly. Let us now admit that the Philistines had learned something of the greatness and the power of the God of Israel. They may have discovered the folly of fighting against God. When they had been victor over the Israelites, and had taken the Ark away from them, they no doubt thought themselves worthy of praise and they re-joked greatly. However, they now saw that what seemed a victory was a defeat. 

V. SENDING THE ARK BACK TO ISRAEL WITH GREAT POMP (1 Samuel 6:2-4 ) 
1. "Send it not empty." The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. The Philistines called for the priests and the diviners to inquire as to how the Ark should be sent back. "Send it not empty," said they. We are reminded of the folly of the king of Syria when he sent Naaman to be healed of his leprosy. First of all, he sent him to the king instead of to the Prophet; secondly He sent him with ten talents of gold, and six thousand pieces of silver, and ten changes of raiment. 

People, to this day, think God can be bought. The song may say 

"Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy Cross I cling," 

but not so says the religion of the twentieth century before, or of the twentieth century after Christ. 

O foolish priests and diviners, think ye to appease the wrath of God by the works of the flesh? Is this what God requires at your hand? 

2. "In any wise return Him a trespass offering." Yes, the Israelites were instructed as to a trespass offering; but their trespass offering lost all of its blessing, as the people of Israel lost all of its Calvary significance. 

The Philistines knew nothing of Christ and the Cross; they were not pleading the merits of the Atonement. They were more like the unbelieving prophets of Baal, who sacrificed their bullock, and cried aloud, and cut themselves with knives and lancets till the blood gushed out upon them; yet there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 

"There is none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

3. The Philistines made images of emerods and of mice to give glory unto God. These were images of the very things that God commanded should not be made. They made images of the things which God had sent to bite them, and to slay them. Most of the gods and idols of the heathen are made in order to appease the wrath of the god whom they ignorantly worship. 

VI. THE WARNING OF THE PRIESTS AND DIVINERS (1 Samuel 6:5-6 ) 
1. Grasping at straws. The diviners and the priests said: "Do this, and do that, peradventure the God of Israel will lighten His hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from off your lands." They gave to the Philistines no positive assurance and no certain hope. 

The best they could say was "Peradventure." As we see it the whole worship of heathendom centers in a "peradventure." They are always trying to appease the wrath of the gods. They are always hoping to find God, or to make themselves like God. They never know anything of peace or of a certain rest, such as the Christians know. 

To them the pathway to peace is a long and arduous one an unhill climb, through which they hope, sometime, to attain unto a place of rest. In heathendom, peace is the final goal that lies at the top or summit of all human endeavor; to the Christian, peace lies at the foot of the mountain, and is given to the lost sinner the moment he believes. 

2. Building a new cart. The next thing the priests and diviners of the Philistines suggested was that they should make a new cart, and take two milk kine, on which there had come no yoke. Thus they were to take the Ark of the Lord home again. It was some gorgeous affair they had. The cart was only to carry the Ark, but along with the Ark they were to send jewels of gold, in a coffer, by the side of the Ark as a trespass offering. 

We feel sure that the church is losing the simplicity of worship and service. More and more we are looking to fine structures, embellished and made beautiful to behold. Embellishment has nothing whatsoever to do with our approach to God. There is but one thing necessary to come to the Father, and that is, the Son. "No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." 

Would that we might get back to the simplicity of the Gospel, and spend our excess wealth on preaching Christ to the ends of the earth. 

VII. THE HOMEWARD MARCH (1 Samuel 6:11-12 ) 
1. A sad combination. Think of it! There was the cart, something that had absolutely no affiliation with the Ark, for the Ark was made to be carried and not carted. There was the coffer, within which were placed the mice of gold, and the images of their emerods. There were the kine that drew the cart. There were the Philistines who were servants of Belial. You will all grant me that the combination was most unhallowed and almost uncanny. 

We write with a tinge of sadness. Is it not so even today? We are tagging on or tying on to the worship of our God, many, many things that are altogether obnoxious to Him and wholly contrary to both His Person and His command. 

We have plenty of men and women taking active part in the service of the Lord who are altogether unholy, and are even children of Belial. 

If we marvel that God would permit the combination we set forth, in the days of the Philistines, should we not, the rather, marvel that God permits so many unhallowed affiliations in our own day? 

2. A satisfied people. When at last the march was over and the Ark was delivered into the hands of Israel, the Philistines felt that they had gotten rid of a great and dark cloud that had hung over their land. God, at least, was gone and they thought that perhaps they would get along all right now with Him away. 

Alas, alas, that such is the conception of many today. 

The prodigal son wanted to get away from the father, from the environments of home life, and from the constraints of parenthood. Young people, themselves, too often want to break the ties that bind them to the church, to God, and to holy living. The spirit of the Philistines is still abroad in the land. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We are in India with idols all around us. Are the Hindus and the Philistines all the peoples who have their Dagons? 

How many hours how many days years are wasted kneeling before some idol an idol who is not fit to tie the shoe latchet of the true and only King. Here is a pastor who is endeavoring to put his son through college. Unmindful of the spiritual life of his church, he strives assiduously to get his salary. But the Lord said, "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God." Business men cry, "My business! I must look out for my business!" A mother exclaims, "My girl go to Africa? I will not permit it!" Some fascinating personality comes on the scene. Down on their knees, in absolute thralldom, fall the people. Could anyone, they say, be more wonderful? 

And all the while the Saviour stands patiently by, waiting for the scales to fall from blinded eyes. Yes, He lives in our hearts. Shall He have second place, or will you give Him the throne? Remember, He must be "Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all." 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17
The Ark with Abinadab 
1 Samuel 7:1-17 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We cover a period of twenty years, in which the Ark was in the care of the House of Abinadab, under the charge of his son, Eleazar. 

We wish to emphasize just one thing: The sanctifying of Eleazar to keep the Ark. 

1. The fuller meaning of the word "sanctified." The Philistines had suffered at the hands of the Ark, because they were defiled with iniquity. For this cause the Ark meant disaster, and not blessing. The same Lord who is blessing to the righteous, is cursing to the unrighteous. For this cause the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all unrighteousness of men. 

If Eleazar was to "keep" the Ark, he had to be cleansed from all iniquity. Even so it is today. "Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord," is as applicable to us as it was to Eleazar. In the Second Epistle to Timothy we read of being "sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work." How can unclean hands hold clean and holy things? 

The word "sanctified," however, means more than "cleansing." It also means "separated." To be used for the Master we must be separated from things of this world. "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, * * and I will receive you." Those who would serve the Lord must have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

The word "sanctified" has a third meaning; it means "dedication." To be "sanctified" is not only to be clean and to be separated; it is to be wholly His. It is a life placed on the altar of service, obedient to His will. Thus was Eleazar sanctified. 

2. The fuller meaning of the word "keep." Eleazar was sanctified that he might keep the Ark of the Lord. What a hallowed and sacred trust became his; what a blessed service. 

God had given to Eleazar a holy trust. Something worth more than life had been put into his charge. He was responsible for the safety of the Ark of the Lord. He was to keep that which was given to his charge. 

A similar trust has been committed unto us. The words, even now, are sounding in our ears: "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust." And what was committed to Timothy? It was the Word of the Gospel which he preached. No wonder the Apostle was so solemn in his charge, as he said: "I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; that thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

No wonder the Apostle urged Timothy to avoid profane and vain babblings, and the oppositions of science falsely so called. 

To Eleazar it was given to keep the Ark of the Lord. To us it is given to keep the Word of the Lord. What a sacred trust, then, is ours. We are to give ourselves wholly to these things. We are to prove ourselves good ministers of Christ, nourished up m the words of the faith and of good doctrine. 

Our charge is to hold the faith, and to war a good warfare. Some have made shipwreck of the faith, but we, like Timothy, are urged to continue in all things which we have learned, even in the Holy Scriptures which are given by inspiration of God. 

I. LAMENTING AFTER GOD (1 Samuel 7:2 ) 
1. Turning their eyes Godward. Israel had wandered away from the Lord. For this cause God had smitten her with defeat at the hands of the Philistines. For this cause, also, the Ark had been taken by the enemy. That was a great blow to the House of the Lord. The fact that God seemed to have left them, made them awake to a sense of their own wanderings. Their sins were lying heavily upon them. When the Ark, however, was brought back, they rejoiced to see it. Somehow or other, they felt more secure when they knew that God was with them. Thus it was that they once more turned their eyes toward Him. 

2. Lamenting after the Lord. We need not alone to seek the Lord but to seek Him with tears of confession and repentance. If we come with our hands stained with blood and with iniquity, the Lord cannot hear us. It is vain to seek Him, unless we lament after Him. It is only the hungry heart that finds Him. Then shall ye find the Lord when ye seek after Him "with all your heart." David found mercy only when his prayer breathed the yearnings of his broken spirit. Had Israel merely turned toward the Lord, without any sense of her sin, and without consequential lamentations, she had never found Him. 

The Pharisee who sought the Lord, boasting his goodness, failed to find audience with Him. The publican who beat upon his breast and pleaded himself a sinner, found mercy. 

II. CONDITIONS OF BLESSING (1 Samuel 7:3 ) 
It is remarkable to us how closely God's words to Israel, through Samuel, coincide with His words to us. Three things were presented to Israel as conditions upon which the Lord would bless them. 

1. They were commanded to put away their strange gods. Here is something very vital to us. We cannot come to God unless we first forsake our evil ways and our evil thoughts. Repentance has a very vital place in the lives of those saints who would seek a blessing from Heaven. It is impossible for us to carry into the new life the raiment of the old. We must, the rather, put off the old man with the lusts thereof, before we can expect to put on the new man. 

2. They were commanded to turn to the Lord with all their heart. No halfhearted affair was sufficient. Remember God searcheth the heart. He does not care for outward appearances, no matter how religious they may seem. He wants genuineness, a deep-seated, deep-rooted cleansing and affection; He wants the heart. Have you not read: "My son, give Me thine heart"? Christ said if ye forgive not from your heart your enemies, neither will your Heavenly Father forgive you. 

Christianity is not to be worn as our raiment is worn, on the outside. It is to be the very inner springs of our being. 

3. They were commanded to serve Him only. We remember how it was written, " Choose you this day whom ye will serve ; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Araorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

This is a solemn matter. In these days of philosophical folly, many are seeking to serve a god that their fathers never knew; some are seeking to serve the god of the modernist, and denying the only Lord God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; others are seeking to serve the god of mammon, bowing down before worldly pleasures, and divers lusts. 

Here ye the Word of our Lord: "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon" (Matthew 6:24 ). 

III. THE WAY OF APPROACH TO GOD (1 Samuel 7:4-6 ) 
The time had come, at last, when Samuel saw that the Children of Israel were ready to come into the presence of the Holy One. 

1. They had obeyed the voice of the Lord and put away Baalim and Ashtaroth; they had also fulfilled the command, and had learned to serve the Lord only. 

Prayer is the approach of the heart to God. The basis of that approach is, therefore, the basis of acceptable prayer. There is a little verse that says: "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." When anybody seeks to come into the presence of God with unclean hands or hearts, the Lord will not hear him. Our God is a Holy God, and His presence chamber is not open to the unholy. 

In the day of Israel's backsliding, the Lord said: "When ye come to appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread My courts?" Then He added: "When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood." 

Would we, therefore, seek to enter into the presence of God? Then we must be washed and made clean. We must put away the evil of our doings. 

2. The time for prayer had come. Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord." How blessed it is when we find the way of access is open to us, and we can come to the Lord in prayer. If there are any young people who feel, when they pray, that there is an impregnable wall between them and the Lord, let them remember this lesson; they must put away the evil from their own lives; they must prepare their hearts to serve Him only, and then, cleansed by the Blood of Christ and thus robed in Divine righteousness, they will find the way open through prayer to approach even into the Holy of Holies. 

IV. A SEVERE TEST OF FAITH (1 Samuel 7:7-8 ) 
1. Satan will always oppose those who seek to serve the Lord fully. It was when the Children of Israel had sought the face of God, having cleansed themselves from their idols, that the Philistines went up against them. Here is a lesson we need to learn. Let anyone seek to follow the Lord fully and obstacles will immediately arise. If the Children of Israel seek in obedience to go through the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his hosts will follow after them to destroy them. 

The more we endeavor to serve God only, the more Satan will seek to shift us from our fidelity. 

2. Israel had a needless fear. When the Children of Israel heard that the Philistines were coming up against them, they were sore afraid. They remembered the fearful beating they had received from their hands, not so long since. They knew the strength and the prowess of the enemy, and they were afraid. 

Well they might have been afraid, had they not all left Baalim and Ashtaroth, and set themselves with all their hearts to serve the Lord. Now they needed not to fear. God will never forsake those who worthily trust in Him. We remember how Christ said: "It is I; be not afraid." If God be with us and for us, who can be against us? 

The wicked can never prevail against those who are hid with Christ in God. They are just as safe as He is safe. Their life is hidden away in His life; and because He lives, they shall live also. 

3. Looking to the source of help. To Samuel Israel said: "Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us that He will save us out of the hand of the Philistines." Israel knew they could not save themselves. They had come to the end of their own strength. Their trust was neither in horses nor horsemen. They sought unto the Lord. They asked for His salvation. 

What a lesson all of this is to us. Let us live in the place of successful prayer, and we will live in the place of assured victory. 

V. PRAYER AND SACRIFICE (1 Samuel 7:9-10 ) 
1. Man's only approach unto God. We have already discovered that God's people must come in prayer before Him with clean hands and a pure heart. This, however, in no wise even suggests that there is any approach unto God apart from the Blood of Christ. God does demand even of those who come with a burnt offering, that they shall, in addition thereto, be clean. Not that we would add anything to the Cross of Christ by the way of atonement for sin. We do, however, insist that grace is no excuse for licentiousness; and the one who has been cleansed by the Blood of Christ should prove his trust by his life. If we plead the Blood and yet continue walking in our own will and way, it shows our trust in the Blood is more of a formality than a heart relationship. 

2. Samuel offered a burnt offering, and then he cried unto the Lord. When we come before the Lord, let us always come through the Blood. Christ said, "No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." Even the best of us are not holy, even though we are not living in willful sin, and know of nothing that would condemn us. Yet we dare not say we have not sinned, neither dare we say we have no sin. 

There was no entrance into the Holy Place apart from the blood. Neither was there entrance into the Holy of Holies apart from the blood. Cain tried to come to God without any offering of blood, but he was refused, and his offering stank in the nostrils of God. 

3. We read that Samuel cried unto the Lord and the Lord heard him, God always hears when the conditions of true prayer are fully met. The Lord's ear is not less ready to hear than His hand is to help. Thank God that we have One who does not shut Himself away from the needs of His people. He lives for those who love Him and who trust in Him. 

VI. EBENEZER (1 Samuel 7:12 ) 
1. A wonderful victory. As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines. There is no possible defeat when Christians stand, as it were, with their hand upon the burnt offering. Even Baalim could not curse Israel, as he stood with his hand upon the offering. 

There is a little verse in Revelation, where it says: "They overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony." 

2. Giving God the glory. Samuel did not seek any glory because of Israel's victory. He had done the praying, and he had sacrificed the burnt offering, yet he did not take even the least of praise. Let us be sure that we give God the glory, for, if it had not been for Him, our lives had known nothing but defeat. Our triumphs are His, our conquests are His. The truth is that to the Lord belongeth the victory. 

Apart from Christ we can do nothing, but to him that believeth all things are possible. 

3. Ebenezer. The word means "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." Hitherto; that is, up to this point, the Lord has been with us. What does this mean in our lives? It means that we should stop and count our blessings, that we may give praise to God. It means that we should, as it were, erect a stone of remembrance as a memorial of blessing received. 

There is something else, however, very vital to us in the word Ebenezer. To me, it seems to say, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us, and help us He will until our day is done. He who hath wrought, will work. Our past blessings may always remain as a basis in our plea for future blessings. God will not help us today, and leave us stranded tomorrow. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

VII. A PERIOD OF REST (1 Samuel 7:13-15 ) 
1. The Philistines were subdued. Is it not possible for us to have the same victory over all the powers of darkness? Is not our Lord an ascended and seated Lord; and is not Satan and all the powers of the enemy under His feet? Why then should we not be overcomers? 

The expression "the Philistines were subdued" should be ours each day of the year. If he is under Christ's feet, let us put him under ours. 

2. They came no more into the coast of Israel. As long as Samuel lived the Philistines let Israel alone. Is there not a place of continued victory? May we not have so conclusive and so overwhelming victory, through faith, and over the powers of darkness, that they through sheer discouragement will let us alone? This was, at least, the case in the days of Samuel. 

3. Israel received back again all she had lost because of her sins. The very cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored, even from Ekron unto Gath. 

Let us not think that the Israel of today which has been so stricken because of her sins shall never again have peace. The Arabs and the Jews are, at this very moment, contending over the land which God gave unto Israel. The Arabs hold that land the same as the Turks once held it, because Israel has sinned. When Israel, however, comes back to God, all of the land that was given to Abraham shall be restored unto God's own people. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Abinadab discovered that the Ark of God was the river of blessing which Israel had lost. 

In the White Mountain region is a place called the Lost River, which is much visited by tourists. It is a narrow ravine filled with gigantic rocks. The theory is that a small river once flowed here, but a great convulsion of the earth's surface caused a landslide which buried the river. A brook tumbles in and out among the rocks, but this is not, so it is said, the original river. You get a trace of that in the Chamber of Silence. 

The guide takes you down through many crevices, potholes, and caverns until you come to a cave where he bids you to be still and listen. At first you hear only the roar of a little cataract formed by the brook as it falls over the rocks near by. Soon, however, you become aware of a faint, silvery sound of dripping water, which conies up from depths far below your feet. That, the guide tells you, is the Lost River. 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21
Saul, the Son of Kish 
1 Samuel 9:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The cry of Israel for a King. Samuel was getting old and the Children of Israel wanted a king as other nations had a king. The churches, in many instances, want to run their affairs, financial, social, and spiritual, after the manner of the men among whom they live. They forget that the ways of the world are not the ways of God. 

2. The words of the Lord concerning Israel. The Lord said unto Samuel: "Hearken unto the voice of the people * *: they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them." 

If the pastor of a church stands true to God in preaching His Word and way, and the people reject him, they only reject his Lord. 

3. The Lord's statement concerning Israel. 1 Samuel 8:8 says, "I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken Me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee." 

We, who are true to God, cannot expect anything else of those who are untrue, excepting to be set aside and rejected. 

I. SAMUEL'S PROTEST (1 Samuel 8:9 ) 
The protest which God gave through Samuel was twofold: 

1. The protest against Israel's forsaking the Lord. In the Book of Jeremiah it is written: "They have forsaken Me the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no Water." 

When Israel turned away from God as their Leader and sought an earthly king, they did not turn from good to better, but from the best to the worst. 

Who can guide us in the way as the Lord can guide? Who can bless us as the Lord can bless? 

2. The protest concerning the king who should reign over them. Here were the broken cisterns to which Israel was about to turn, as they left the Fountain of Living Waters. 

(1) Their king would force them to serve him. He would appoint their sons for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some of them to run before his chariots. He would force his subjects to reap his harvests and to manufacture instruments of war. He would compel their daughters to be cooks and bakers. He would make their fields and vineyards, even the best of them, his own, and those of his leaders. 

(2) Their king would cause them to cry out in the day of his reign. The Lord was very frank with Israel. He told them that in the day that they cried out unto Him, because of the tyranny of their king, that He would not hear them. If we turn to man for help and we are discomfited, shall we turn to the Lord to save us? 

II. A PEOPLE DETERMINED IN THEIR EVIL WAY (1 Samuel 8:19-20 ) 
1. The people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. When Israel entered into the realm of disobedience to God, they entered into the realm of His displeasure. Unbelief is always black with the frown of God. To obey is always better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 

The very essence of sin is summed up in this statement: "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way." 

Let the man or woman think twice before he or she forsakes the Lord their God. 

2. The people sought a human leader. They said, "We will have a king over us; * * that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles." They evidently had forgotten that God had always been the One who had fought their battles for them. As they came over the Red Sea, God had told the people to stand still while He discomfited the Egyptians and led His people through the sea. It was He who was a pillar of light unto them, and a cloud of darkness unto the Egyptians. 

Now the Children of Israel were turning away from the Lord, and looking unto human leadership. Let us take warning lest we do the same. If the Lord is not in our house, we labor in vain who build it. 

III. THE LORD GIVES ISRAEL HER OWN WAY (1 Samuel 8:21-22 ) 
1. Samuel rehearsed the words of the people in the ears of the Lord. Here is a lesson worthy of thought. Everything that we say is said before the ears of God. There is not a word in our tongue, not a thought in our heart, but what He knows it altogether. God looked from Heaven in the days of Noah, and He saw that every imagination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 

The Holy Spirit speaks of Israel in the days of her wilderness wanderings, and says: "When your fathers tempted Me, proved Me," etc. Surely, the Lord hears our complainings. 

2. The Lord said to Samuel, "Hearken unto their voice." When we are unwilling to walk in the ways of the Lord, He will let us walk in our own ways; when we refuse His counsels, He will allow us to confound ourselves with our own. God does not force Himself upon anyone. On the road to Emmaus the Lord made as though He would go further. He was not going to go with the two, unless they asked Him. 

God always recognizes man's free-will agency. He says: "Whosoever will." He says: "If ye be willing and obedient." He says: "How often would I * * and ye would not!" He would, we would not; as a result, He could not. 

What a responsibility God has placed upon us. He has placed His blessings all around us, and He stands ready to pour them out upon us; but we, first of all, must acknowledge Him and crown Him Lord of all. 

IV. GOD'S CHOICE OF SAUL, THE SON OF KISH (1 Samuel 9:1-3 ) 
1. God gave Israel everything for which they looked. He selected Saul, "a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not among the Children of Israel a goodlier person than he." 

They wanted a king of whom they could be proud, a good man, a likable man, a man to whom they could look up; God gave them all of this. 

What God is doing, is to show Israel that their very best cannot meet their need. 

2. The providences of God, which led to Saul's selection. Kish had said unto Saul, his son, "Take now one of the servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses." Thus the two set out, seeking that which had gone astray. They happened into a certain city and they thought within themselves that they would go to the man of God, peradventure he might show them where they might find the asses. 

At last they came to Samuel, intent on seeking his aid. The Lord had spoken to Samuel, and said, "I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt appoint him to be captain over My people Israel." Thus it was when Saul arrived, that the Lord said to Samuel, "Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over My people." 

Observe that God had not cast off Israel, although they had cast Him off, as being their King. He still loved them, and sought to do everything He could for them. 

V. SAUL THE GUEST OF SAMUEL (1 Samuel 9:19-20 ) 
1. An inner view into the heart of Samuel. When Saul drew near to Samuel, in the gate of the city, Samuel said unto Saul, "I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me today." 

There is something very beautiful in this. The man who was old and about to be deposed, seeing his successor, asked him in to dine. 

Surely Samuel patterned his life after the life of God. Is not this God's command, that we should even do good to those who hate us? We should always pray for those who despitefully use us. We should give to drink even to our enemies, and should overcome evil with good. 

2. An inner view into the heart of Saul. 
(1) Saul was willing to serve his father. He was out hunting his father's asses. Is it not true that we have our call to some high place, while we are serving faithfully in a low place? It is the one who is busy in a performance of duty, that God selects to be busy for Him. 

(2) Saul was willing to ask counsel from God. He was even seeking Samuel to get his help in finding his asses. Let us never think that any service is too menial and insignificant to lay before the Lord. Whatever we do, we have a perfect right to seek guidance from above. 

The man who seeks to conduct his business, or the mother who seeks to train her children, apart from God, will only spell failure to their ambitions. Our God is willing to join us in our daily round, and to help us meet every problem which confronts us. 

VI. A MAN TALL IN BODY BUT MEEK IN SPIRIT (1 Samuel 9:21-22 ) 
1. Saul from his shoulders and upward was higher than any of the people. Saul was also the goodliest man in all Israel. One would have thought that such an one as he would have boasted his goodliness and his stateliness. Not so did Saul. 

2. Saul confessed himself unworthy of leadership in Israel. Samuel had said unto Saul (1 Samuel 9:20 ), "On whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house"? Thus it was that the Prophet began to break the news to Saul that he should be exalted to headship over Israel. Immediately Saul answered and said: "Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to me?" 

It is still true, "Blessed are the meek" in spirit. It is still true, "He that humbleth himself shall be exalted." The Apostle Paul was another young man above many, and perhaps above all of his day; and yet he reckoned himself as the least of all. This is the spirit that should dominate the great. We have observed, in such contact as we have had with some of the greatest preachers of the age, that they are men of humble mien, utterly against and adverse to self-praise. 

True greatness knows nothing of untoward boastfulness. 

VII. THE EXALTATION OF SAUL THE SON OF KISH (1 Samuel 9:22-27 ; 1 Samuel 10:1 ) 
1. Saul was given the chief place at the feast. In 1 Samuel 9:22 we find a great contrast between Saul and his servant seeking the asses, as suppliants for aid; and Saul seated in the chief place. 

Do we not all feel that God has taken us up out of the miry clay, and put our feet upon the Rock? Think of what we were when we were aliens and without God and Christ in the world. Think of what we are; made alive, raised up, and made to sit down with Christ in the Heavenly places. 

2. Saul was made to eat with Samuel on that day. What a sacred privilege; yet, such a privilege is ours. Do not we sit at the same table with our Lord? Even now we can hear Him saying, "Come and dine." Yea, it is written that both Christ and the Father will come in unto us, and sup with us; and we with Them. 

3. Saul was anointed as king. After coming down from the high place in the city, Samuel communed with Saul upon the top of the house. 

When the morning came they arose early, and the two, Saul and Samuel, went forth abroad together. As they came down to the end of the city, Samuel said unto Saul, "Bid the servant pass on before us * * that I may shew thee the Word of God." 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, poured it upon the head of Saul and kissed him, and said: "Is it not because the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over His inheritance?" 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A friend said to George Muller of Bristol, "I suppose through all these long years in your work for God, you have met with much to discourage you." "I have met with many discouragements," he answered; "but at all times my hope and confidence has been in God. On the Word of Jehovah's promise hath my soul rested. Sixty-two years ago I preached a poor, dry, barren sermon, with no comfort to myself, and, as I imagined, with no comfort to others. But a long time afterwards I heard of nineteen distinct cases of blessing that had come through that sermon." "The husbandman * * hath long patience" (James 5:7 ). "In due season we shall reap" (Galatians 6:9 ). 
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Verses 1-28
To Obey Is Better Than Sacrifice 
1 Samuel 15:1-28 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Disobedience is black with the frown of God. Sin is the transgression of the Law. Disobedience is taking one's own way, as against following God's way. The Spirit, in Isaiah, sums this up for us "We have turned every one to his own way." 

We know that we were one time sons of disobedience, walking after our flesh, and fulfilling its desires. 

When we consider the obedience of all the physical creation to God's fixed laws, and purposes, we tremble as we behold intelligent man, the chief of His creation, refusing to walk in God's will and way. 

The Prophet said of Israel, "They are revolted and gone." God placed the sand as a barrier to the mighty deep, saying to the sea, "Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further"; yet God's very own nation, against which He had placed barriers of abundant grace and mercy, of showers of blessings, and of holy and righteous laws, leaped over every restraint and have gone. 

It was by disobedience that sin first came in. Adam and Eve thus entailed a race in woe. The world is filled with the wreckage of disobedience. 

1. There is filial disobedience. God's Word says, "Children, obey your parents," but it appears to us, sometimes, that young America has changed the reading, to "Parents, obey your children." However, with the first part changed, the verse that gives the rewards of obedience, should be made to read, "Parents, obey your children; for this is highly pleasing to young America, and will bring them all to the dogs, the ditch and the devil." 

2. There is disobedience at school. Children in the schools of our land, soon display their true spirit. Carefully prepared laws of conduct are laid down by school authorities. Alas, how many of the young revolt against these laws! Usually it is the child who has disregarded parental authority at home, who is first to disobey at school, 

3. There is disobedience to the state. The nation, of necessity, operates under authority. With its governing power taken away, the land would run riot with wickedness. There is, even now, a hue and cry of "Down with the government." Such a cry is mere madness. There are those who find no greater pleasure than "putting it over on the government"; they laugh at every successful breaking of law. There are the holdup men; who regard neither God, nor men, nor human life: they run riot against the law. Again, there are those who ruthlessly break, at every opportunity, other laws, just as vital to the public safety. 

4. There is disobedience to the laws of God. There are laws of diet. We do not mean to say for one minute that saints are under Jewish laws; we do mean to say that laws of diet given to Israel must have had the health of God's people in mind. 

There are laws regulating morals. These Mosaic Laws concerning a large sweep of human conduct are vital to honor and sobriety. No one, Jew or Gentile, can afford to ruthlessly trample beneath their feet such basic commands. 

There are orders from God directed to saints in their obligations to governments and to earthly lawmakers. These should be obeyed. 

Whatsoever may be said of Grace, it does not give any believer liberty to live as he lists, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Grace teaches us how to live soberly, righteously, and godly. Grace leads us into a life of love; and love is the fulfilling of the law. 

I. GOD'S CALL TO OBEDIENCE TO SAUL (1 Samuel 15:1 ) 
There must have been some fear in Samuel's heart relative to Saul's willingness to follow the Lord fully. Therefore this solemn call was given to him. It does seem that men would be afraid to disobey the plain and positive Word of the Living God. 

Of Christ, when He came to earth, it was said: "Lo, I come: in the volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God." He said, "I do always those things that please Him." 

Should we seek to be less obedient to God? 

The Bible has many calls to obedience; and many warnings against disobedience. When Moses stood before Israel, with what solicitude did he remind her of how God had led her through forty years, to see whether she would keep His Commandments. Then Moses said: "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping His Commandments; * * lest * * thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God." 

We can even now hear God's plaintive words, "Oh, that My people had hearkened unto Me, * * I * * should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat." 

The paths of Biblical history are strewn with the wreckage of disobedient persons, and tribes, and nations. 

God seems even now to be saying to us, as Samuel said to Saul, "Now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord." 

Let us solemnly enter into a covenant with our God that we will seek to know His will, and that, knowing it, we will perform it, even as He has said. 

II. A FAILURE TO OBEY THE VOICE OF THE LORD (1 Samuel 15:9 ) 
We have no need to discuss the severity of God's command. Saul was to destroy the Amalekites, both "man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." Why should we marvel at so severe a judgment? The iniquity of the Amalekites had come to the full. 

God is a just Judge, but as righteous as just. If we speak of the severity of God against sin; let us speak, withal, of the fact that He spared not His own Son, but freely delivered Him up for us all. On the Cross we reach both the climax of God's retributive justice, and the height of His unfathomable love in Christ, the Substitute, is judgment; to the believing sinner, there is mercy, and love, and grace. 

Saul did not utterly destroy the Amalekites; he spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and oxen, and fatlings, and lambs, even all that was good. 

Obedience must be without questionings and quibblings. Obedience must be prompt, "The commandments of the Lord require haste." Obedience must be entire, wanting nothing. Caleb and Joshua followed the Lord fully, doing all His will. 

"Ours is not to reason why; 

Ours is but to do, or die." 

How many there are who run well for a season, yet, Saul-like, before their task is done, they fall down on their Divine orders, and thus merit condemnation, losing their rewards! 

Faulty obedience does some things, but not all. It obeys, where obedience pleases the flesh, but it spares the best of the sheep and the oxen. It obeys only where obedience does not demand cross-bearing, and self-negations. 

III. GRIEF AT DISOBEDIENCE (1 Samuel 15:11-12 ) 
Grief at Saul's disobedience was twofold. 

1. There was the grief of God. God said, "It repenteth Me that I have set up Saul to be king." 

Saul's disobedience meant no less that this, as God viewed it: "He is turned back from following Me." That is, Saul no longer acknowledged Divine authority as final and supreme. Therefore, Saul was no longer worthy of trust and confidence. 

He who disobeys God, fails to keep God as Lord in his life, refuses to accept headship. 

God repented Himself, because He saw Israel's peril under such a king. He knew Saul's frailties; He understood Saul's imperfections. When Saul cast off the Lord, he brought Israel under the leadership of a man unworthy of trust. 

God repented Himself, because He saw Saul's own bitter collapse. Saul was not altogether disobedient, but the opening wedge had been made, which was sure to be followed by an ever widening breach. 

God is zealous for the conservation of the truth, and for the integrity, and the safe-guarding of His people. Therefore He grieved at Saul's sin. 

2. There was the grief of Samuel. Samuel cried unto the Lord all night. He was a Prophet, and he saw the beginning of the end of the household of Saul. He was loath to visit Saul, and pronounce upon him God's rejection and curse; and yet, Samuel knew that God could not brook disobedience; he also knew that God must deal in all severity on the beginnings of evil. 

Sin in the camp always caused the Lord to turn away from His people. It is the same today. An individual, or a church, who walks in disobedience to the Lord, is at once under the ban, and no longer under the blessing of the Lord. 

Christ said three things about obedience. He said, "If ye love Me, keep My Commandments." He said, "He that hath My Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me." Finally, He said, "If a man love Me, he will keep My Word." Over against these three things, Christ said, "My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." 

IV. FEIGNING OBEDIENCE (1 Samuel 15:13 ) 
There were three steps in Saul's hypocrisy. 

1. Saul professed to be obedient. Saul said to Samuel, "Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord." 

Saul knew that he had done no such thing. He had kept Agag alive; he had kept alive the best of the sheep and oxen, and fatlings and lambs. 

Alas, alas, when those who have sinned, say, "We have not sinned": when those who are full of sin, say, "We have no sin!" There is something in the flesh that delights in putting on piety. The flesh loves to appear religious. It feigns to "have fellowship with Him," when, in truth, it walks in darkness. It boasts of its humility. It seeks the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and dotes upon being called of men, "Rabbi! Rabbi!" 

Saul was a past master in all of this. He was profuse in his professions to obedience, even though he was, in actuality, far from obedient. 

2. Saul professed to have spared the sheep and oxen and fatlings and lambs for offerings unto the Lord. How loathsome was such a course! Yet, there are many who seek to excuse sin by some pious accomplishment. The thief delights in giving money to charity, as though that would lessen his guilt, and appease a wrathful God. The cheat and swindler and oppressor of the poor, parades some gift to the public benefaction, in order to quiet the pangs of his conscience, and in order to parade a love of men which he in no wise possesses. We have even known men, who, by the sale of whisky have enriched their pocketbooks by destroying homes, and by creating widows, to build some hospital or other to demonstrate the bigness of their hearts toward the sick and sorrowing. 

3. Saul blamed the people for his disobedience. This was Adam-like. Adam said: "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, * * and I did eat." Saul said, "The people took of the spoil." Of course the people did "take" but Saul was their king, and responsible for their act. They took because he endorsed the taking. 

V. THE PROPHET'S VITAL QUESTIONINGS (1 Samuel 15:14 ; 1 Samuel 15:19 ; 1 Samuel 15:22 ) 
1. Samuel's First Question. Samuel said, "What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" 

It will not be difficult for God to discover to the hypocrites the folly of their claims. God keeps tab on all our deeds and words. He can quickly, and quietly expose the fallacy of any false way, by setting before one the actual record of his deeds. 

To him who falsely says, "I am holy," or, "I am clean," or, "I am innocent," God will say, "What meaneth this, and that, and this other deed of iniquity?" There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed. The sheep bleat too loudly, and the cattle low too strong for one to hide his sin from God. 

2. Samuel's Second Question. "Wherefore then didst thou * * fly upon the spoil?" Saul's greediness is shown in Samuel's word, " Fly upon the spoil." Saul had been eager to save the best for his own enrichment. 
Vaunting a false claim cannot deceive God, for God looketh on the heart. He sees the thoughts and the intents that lie back of our deeds. He knows whether the lips speak the truth, because He liveth back of the words, even within the heart, from whose fullness the mouth speaketh. 

3. Samuel's Third Question. "Hath the Lord as great delight in burntofferings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?" Beloved, let us away with forms of worship, and gifts at God's altar, and long prayers, when they are not backed by an obedient life. 

Think you that God is pleased with church ordinances when the heart is not right? Above all things God demands obedience to the Word. Creeds without conduct, profit but little; doctrine without duty, is of no avail. The one who keeps the Word, and is its doer will be blessed in his deed. 

VI. A CONFESSION OF SIN NOT ACCEPTABLE (1 Samuel 15:24 ) 
Saul confessed his sin. He said, "I have sinned." He also said, "I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord." Mark, however, the part of his confession which spoiled it. He excused all that he had done, on this: "Because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice." 

The Lord has said, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." Our confession of sin, however, must be genuine. Not every one that sayeth, "Lord, Lord," is accepted. We may acknowledge our wrong while excusing it. In so doing we will never obtain mercy. 

Why should Saul have feared the people? Why should he have obeyed their voice? Was he not their king and leader? 

Even the people, themselves, who were under authority to Saul, would not have been excused by the Lord if they had obeyed Saul, and in so doing had disobeyed the Lord. 

The words of Peter linger with us "We ought to obey God rather than men ." 

If God forgives sin, when sinners excuse their sins, then, many unregenerate and unclean hearts would be excused. 

One man might say, "I was angry, but You will excuse me, Lord, because You know I came by it honestly. I inherited it from my father." 

Another would say, "You will forgive me, Lord; I grant that I sinned, but my associates were to blame. I did not have power to resist their pleas." 

Still another would say, "I sinned, I transgressed the commandment of the Lord, but I was threatened with persecution, or with death, and I was afraid to obey fully." 

Pilate would say, "I sinned in that I delivered Christ to be crucified, but I washed my hands from His Blood, because the people compelled me to sin." 

Remember that God demands obedience under any and every condition. 

VII. THE PENALTY OF DISOBEDIENCE (1 Samuel 15:26-28 ) 
The Lord who had refused mercy to the Amalekites could not now grant mercy unto Saul. Samuel knew that Saul's heart was not right with God. Saul had rejected the Word of the Lord, and the Lord had rejected Saul from being king over Israel. 

Thus, as Samuel turned about to go away, Saul laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 

We who profess to know the Lord must not sin against the Lord. There has come a spirit of indifference to sin upon the people of today. They seem to think that they can live as they list, and still have favor with God. 

God has said that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God. It is no light matter to break tryst with the Almighty. 

When Peter sinned, we are sure that the Lord was sympathetic toward him, for the Lord knew he had been sorely tried, and that in his heart of hearts he still loved Him. 

The Lord showed Peter His love in the look that He cast upon him. It was not, however, until after Peter's three days of utter darkness that the Lord spoke peace to Peter. As the Lord hung upon the Cross He spoke to this one, and to that one, but to Peter there was not a word. 

Samuel said unto Saul, "The Strength of Israel * * is not a man, that He should repent." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
NO USE TO SCRUB MUD 

"A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise." 

I was staying one day at an inn in one of the valleys of Northern Italy, where the floor was dreadfully dirty. I had it in my mind to advise the landlady to scrub it, but when I perceived it was made of mud, I reflected that the more she scrubbed the worse it would be. The man who knows his own heart soon percieves that his corrupt nature admits of no improvement; there must be a new nature implanted, or the man will be only "washed to deeper stains." "Ye must be born again." Ours is not a case for mending, but for making new. C. H. Spurgeon. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 11-23
David, the Sweet Psalmist of Israel 
1 Samuel 16:11-23 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. David the shepherd lad. When Samuel came to Jesse, all of his sons were brought before him, excepting David. The eldest, Eliab, was of the Saul type, but God refused him, saying, "The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." 

When David came, he was called from the sheepcotes, where he watched over his father's sheep. "He was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to." God said, "Arise, anoint him: for this is he." 

2. David filled with the Spirit. From that time forth the Spirit of the Lord rested on David. The Lord found David. I wonder if God is still looking for men in whom He may confide, and to whom He may commit His work. The people chose Saul, the Lord chose David. Saul served the people, David served the Lord. He is announced as, "David My servant." How often does God select the very one whom men entirely overlook! 

From that day, when Samuel anointed David as king, his whole outlook on life changed. From thence he was to be the "chosen of the Lord." From that day forward, he was to be anointed of the Spirit. 

We delight to see the simple, ruddy-cheeked lad, of unsullied character and simple life, called of God into service a service that looked beyond David's own times, and anticipated the "throne of David" established on the Millennial earth. 

3. Called to a palace. God moved in mysterious ways His wonders to perform. Saul, in his delirium of doubts and fears, called for a musician to play before him. David was recommended to Saul. And so it was that a note was addressed to Jesse requesting that David might be sent to play before him. From the sheepcote into the splendor of the palace, the youthful David came. 

It is amazing to us to see the simple dignity, and the marked wisdom that David displayed in the presence of Saul. Not a word was spoken to King Saul by David as to his appointed successorship to the kingdom. Not an act of David's ever cast a suspicion upon the haughty Saul, that he was housing the one who was destined to reign in his stead. 

Saul loved David, and made him his armor-bearer. With every opportunity David always sought to prove a blessing, and never a hurt to his master. God give us men of the David mold! 

I. DAVID AND THE PHILISTINE (1 Samuel 17:45 ) 
1. Intervening history. David, as Saul's armor-bearer, must have learned much of the science of warfare. Even before that, as a shepherd lad, David had known much of the deliverance of God, as God had, time and again, helped him in rescuing the sheep from wild beasts, and marauding enemies. All of this prepared David for the great test of faith and prowess which now confronted him. 

2. A threefold picture. First, there is the picture of the haughty Goliath. He came day by day to defy the armies of the Living God. He not only boasted his power, but he called upon any man of Israel to match him in a life and death combat. 

Second, there is the picture of the stalwart Saul. The man who stood head and shoulder above any man in Israel. The man who was chosen leader of the people. The man, clad in armor with shield, and helmet, and sword. The man who more than once had stirred Israel to confidence by his daring assaults upon the enemy. Where is Saul? he is crouching in fear before the challenge of the giant Philistine. 

Third, there is David. The shepherd lad, just come from the sheep. David stood amazed at the fear of Israel. He stood ashamed that no man dared to take up the cudgel against Goliath and for his God. He marveled that no man was willing, even, if need be, at the cost of life itself, to meet the blaspheming Goliath. Therefore David, himself, went forth, clothed in shepherd's attire, with but his sling and five smooth pebbles for the fray. 

3. A victorious contest. Forth to the fight went the lad borne on with an undaunted faith. He went with a passion for the truth. He went to do, to dare, and if need be to die. He went, to hold up high the Name of his God. He cried to the Philistine "I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied." 

It was not David's skill with the sling that lay the mighty Goliath in death at his feet; David's faith was the source of his victory. 

II. DAVID AND JONATHAN (1 Samuel 20:41-42 ) 
1. A man who lived and loved another. Jonathan became David's go-between. When Saul gave orders that David should be slain, Jonathan immediately besought Saul in David's behalf. He pled with Saul, until Saul saw his sin; and, for the time, was willing to restore David to favor with the throne. 

Jonathan became David's informant. He told David of the wrath of his father, and thus delivered David, again and again, from Saul. The scene of the arrow shooting, and the subsequent meeting of David and Jonathan is most tender. There David entered into a tryst with Jonathan. 

2. A vow which was remembered, after Jonathan's death. One of the greatest verses in the Bible is the one which reads, "Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 

There was found one, a son of Jonathan, by the name of Mephibosheth. David sent to Lodebar, the place of no pasture, and fetched Mephibosheth. As Mephibosheth stood before David, David said, "Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually." 

In all of this David was a marvelous type of God in His dealings toward us, for Christ's sake. Has not the Lord searched us out from the place of no pasture, and brought us unto Himself? Has He not shown unto us kindness for Christ's sake? Has He not called us to feast with Him continually at His table all the days of our life? Surely we feel like saying what Mephibosheth said, "What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?" 

III. SOME INNER VISIONS OF DAVID'S GREATNESS (1 Samuel 26:13-15 ) 
1. Saul's continual seeking of David's life. Can you imagine Saul the God-rejected king sitting upon his throne, while David, the Divinely anointed king, was running for his life? Yes, so it was. 

The reality of this sad condition will once more be enacted when antichrist closes his covenant with the Jews, and exalts himself as king; while the rightful Heir to David's throne, our adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, is still rejected and an alien from the earth. 

2. Certain men who went with David in his isolation. As David fled from Saul, there were certain men who joined him in the wilds. The hearts of these men became knit unto David. It was not, however, until after David was enthroned as king, that the men who had gone with him in his isolation and degradation, became comrades with him in his glory. 

Is it not also true that those who go with Christ outside the camp, and suffer the shame and reproach of His Name, shall also pass with Him into the glory of His reign? 

3. David's calm and quietness in the hour of his travail. David knew that he was Israel's destined king. The memorable day of his anointing by Samuel was ever with him. David, however, would not slay Saul even when the life of the king lay in his power. He always patiently abided God's time. Here is a marvelous lesson for us. The husbandman hath long patience, waiting for the early and the latter rain. Let us also have patience, for the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Under no condition dare we press the claim of our heirship, until the time of our reigning with Christ has come. 

IV. DAVID CROWNED AS KING (2 Samuel 2:4 ) 
1. David's sincere sorrow over the death of Saul and Jonathan. When the news of the battle and Saul's suicide had come to David, he did not gloat over the death of Saul, as the stepping-stone to his own coronation. David rather cried. 

It was, however, for Jonathan that David chiefly mourned. He said, "I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women." In all of this we see the true spirit of David. He could love Saul who had sought his life. This was Divine. Our Lord cried from the Cross, "Father, forgive them." Our God still has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

2. David's anointing as king over Judah. At last the day of God's blessing had come. The long waited hour of promise had arrived. For seven years and six months David was king in Hebron over the House of Judah. The youth who once watched his father's sheep had now reached his prime, being thirty years of age. 

Owing to David's kindness toward the slain Saul, he quickly won the hearts of the people, and his reign over Hebron grew into his reign over all Israel. In the days of David, therefore, all the twelve tribes were brought into unison under one king. The throne was transferred from Hebron to Jerusalem, and there Israel entered into a time of conquest in battle, and development at home, that crowned the life of David with glory. 

Jerusalem became the joy of the Lord, and the center of the whole earth. We are struck with the words, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee." Even the city that comes down from God out of Heaven bears the name of the "New Jerusalem." 

V. DAVID'S SIN AND REPENTANCE (2 Samuel 12:9 ) 
It is too bad that a life so beautiful in its character, and so sublime in its faith, should have been marred with sin. 

1. David's sin, an eddy in the stream of a faithful life. It is human to minify virtues, and to magnify sins. We overstate the wrong, and understate the good. We are sorry that David sinned. We are sorry that he did away with Uriah, and married his wife. However, we thank God for David's sincere repentance. 

2. The visit of Nathan the Prophet. Nathan the Prophet came to David and told him the parable of the "Ewe Lamb." How a man who was rich, and possessed many flocks and herds, slew and dressed a poor man's lamb for his guests, and spared his own. David was angry when Nathan told him this story, and said, "The man * * shall surely die." Then Nathan said, "Thou art the man." 

David caught the point of the parable, and it went like a dagger to his heart. God loved David, and yet He did not permit David to sin unrebuked. For two long years David grieved, and sorrowed over his sin. 

3. The Psalm of repentance. Psalm fifty-one is the prayer which David offered as he pled for pardon from his sin, and sought the face of his God. It will be well to read this Psalm, to ponder its message, and to weigh its tears. Remember, however, that God heard the prayer of David, and David was able to lie down in peace and sleep. 

VI. SORROW UPON SORROW (2 Samuel 15:23 ) 
1. Absalom and his perfidy. In all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom. From his head to his feet he was perfect in beauty. He also possessed a winsome way with the people. He knew how to bow himself before his father and win his favor. He knew how to sit in the gate, and steal the hearts of Israel away from the father whom he feigned to love. 

2. Absalom's insurrection. Under promise of going to pay a vow unto the Lord in Hebron, Absalom gathered the people of Israel together, had the trumpets sounded, and proclaimed himself as king. Thus he purposed to usurp the kingdom of his father. A messenger told David that the hearts of the men of Israel were after Absalom. Then king David arose, with all his household, and with all the people who rallied to him, and they fled. 

3. Over the brook Kidron. All the country wept with a loud voice as David and the people passed over the brook Kidron, toward the way of the wilderness. It was over this same brook that Christ went with the burden of the world's sin upon His heart. 

Having crossed the brook, David went up by the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and he wept as he went up. It was up from this same mount that our Lord, rejected of men, ascended to His Father. 

4. The battle. The battle was joined between the armies of David, under Joab, and the armies of Absalom under Abner, David, himself, did not go to the battle. Under the blessings of God, the hosts of Absalom fled, and Absalom, himself, was caught by his hair in the thick boughs of a great oak. There Absalom was slain. 

5. David's piteous wail. When the news of David's victorious army and of Absalom's death reached King David, he was much moved; and he went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. As he went up, he said, "O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son." 

VII. DAVID'S PSALM OF GUIDANCE (Psalms 23:1-6 ) 
It would be a fault to write upon the life of David, without bringing in this matchless Shepherd Psalm. David was not only the sweet harpist, but he also was the writer, under the Spirit of God, of many marvelous hymns of praise. 

1. The occasion of the writing of Psalm twenty-three. This Psalm might have been written at any period of David's life. Personally, however, we love to think of David as writing this Psalm in the more mature days of his king-ship. The aged delight in reflecting upon the period of their youth, so David, grown old, remembered the early days of his shepherding, and, as he thought of his own life with its varied experiences, he cried, "The Lord is my Shepherd." 

2. The universal application of this Psalm. There is something about Psalm twenty-three that fits every life. The little child loves to lisp it at his mother's knee. The young man, or young woman in the buoyancy of hope, with life's conflicts coming upon them, delight in saying, "The Lord is my Shepherd." The man in the prime of his life, facing difficulties and distresses, rejoices as he reads, "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies." The aged and infirm are happy, as they review a long and fitful life, to say, "Surely goodness and mercy [have followed] me all the days of my life." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
BEATEN SPICES 

"' Spices are most fragrant when burnt and bruised, so have saving graces their chiefest fragrancy in hard times. The pillar that conducted the Israelites appeared as a cloud by day, but as fire by night. The excellency of faith is beclouded till it be put upon a thorough trial.' Herein lies one of the benefits of affliction, it fetches out latent sweetness and light. Certain herbs yield no smell till they are trodden on, and certain characters do not reveal their excellence till they are tried. The developing power of tribulation is very great: faith, patience, resignation, endurance, and steadfastness are by far the best seen when put to the test by adversity, pain, and temptation. God has created nothing in vain in the new creation any more than in the old, hence one of the sweet necessities of trial is to bring forth and use those precious graces which else had been unemployed. God is not glorified by unused graces, for these lie hidden and bring Him no honor; may we not, therefore, rejoice in tribulation, because it fetches out our secret powers, and enables us to give glory to the Lord whom we love? Yes, blessed be the pestle which bruises us, and the mortar in which we lie to be beaten into fragrance. Blessed be the burning coals which liberate our sweet odors and raise them up to Heaven like pillars of smoke. Can we not say this? Then it is time we could, and perhaps our present affliction has been sent for that very end, that we may learn the way of complete consecration, and be made perfect through suffering." 
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